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Ban of ABINGDON. 


My LORD, 
'=J 8 I did myſelf the 
9 Honour of addreſ- 


ſing a Volume of 
written in 


Defence of Religion and the 


Church of England, to your 
de- 


A 2 


| when I chink I may have 


| D&picarion. 


a ws +. 
Good Fortune, tho' I pre- 
ſumed to do it without any per- 
ſonal Acquaintance, and with- 
out Leave, to be very kindly 
receiv d b him, this has 
embolden'd me to take the 
_ Game Liberty with your Lon p- 
SHIP, in hopes of meeting with 
the ſame favourable Reception. 
I hope it will not be eſteemed 
any Diſregard to the Me- 
mory of a Perſon whoſe Cha- 
racter 1 fo much honour d, 


more Reaſon to promiſe myſelf 
your Lonabshir's kind Protec- 
tion, chan I could poſſibly have 
bac to expect his. So Good a 
Cauſe as that of HNeligion and 
our 


DzxvicaTion YV 


our Ecclefgaſtical Conſtitution, 
the beſt Support of at, you 
always concurr'd with him in 
ſupporting . ſo declining a One 
you will be the more ready to 
take under your Care, the more 
it ſtands in Need of your Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and it ſtands in the 
more Need of it for having 
loſt fo able and wiſe a Pa- 
tron ; fo favourite a one with 

ſo favourite a Friend comes re- 
commended to your Lonp- 
SHIP's Aﬀections under a very 
I addreſſed myſelf to the EAnl. 

of AxcLxskr, he might have 
asked me why I did not apply 
to your Logrsuie; but the 


EaxL of AnGLEstr, my Lord, 


= and amiable. Characters, but 
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is now dead, and your Loxr- 
SHIP cannot tell me where I 
could have applicd ſo naturally, 
in ſuch a Cauſe, for Encou- 
ragement, as to the ERL of 
Anmeron. And, my Lord, 


beſides the Reaſons, "addy 
ſuggeſted. I have a liar 
- reſpecting — 
Lonpstur, and myſelf, which 
weighd very much in deter- 
mining my Choice, if in ſuch 
a Caſe I could be ſaid to have 
any Choice at all. It is very 
_ difficult, and therefore very 
dangerous to delineate exalted 


in this Addreſs to your Lox vo- 


sup, I can avoid both the Dif- 
| _ ficulty, 


ficulty, and the Danger attend- 
ing ſuch Attempts. If I have 
done Juſtice to the Principles, 
the Virtues, and Conduct of your 
Friend, IJ have no Occaſion to 
run the Hazard of injuring 
your Logvsa1e's Character and 
my own Credit by a bad Pic- 
ture, when if I ſhould ſucceed. 
ever ſo well, could not draw 
a greater Likeneſs of your 
Logos41y, than I have already 
done, and ſhould needleſly put 
you to the Uneaſineſs of fitting 
for it. Whoever will read over 
the Dedicatim of my firſt Vo- 
lume will know what I ought. 

to have ſaid of your Log Ts, 
SIA 01% 092471172: I and 
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PREFACE. 


Shall trouble the Reader with but a 
© very ſhort Preface. I have aim d, 
mn in the Choice of the following Let- 
= ters, to anſwer the Title of the Pa- 
yer, and fl the e a Tomi 
by the Variety of the Subjef#s, and the different 
Manners of Writing; and 1 may venture fo 
ſay, there are ſome i Sona Bug -ave 
written upon very important and Nice P 2 
The three Letters in Defence of the Athanaſian 
Creed have for their Author one of the greateſt 
Geniuſes (improv'd by the greateſt — 
that this, or any other Age has | 
upon the Divine In T 
 enotber upon the Hiſtorical Parts of them, with 
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3. in tbe Reaſoning 


Way.. The three Letters upon Enthuſiaſm mer, 
as they dier v d, with univerſal ion, 


(the Enthofiafts ) on account of the ex- 
celent Senſe, Ingenuity, and Politeneſs, with 


which they ure written. A Gentleman of as 
deep Learning and extenſfve Knowledge as any 
in the Kingdom, of bis Years, with an admirable 
Underſtanaing, accompanied w.th many agree 
able — and amiabie Virtues, obl; 125 the 
Publick with two Letters in this J 5 ufon 
Controverſial . itinge, and Clergymen Tutors, 
and ſome others in the former Volume; and be 
will fern make it appear that I have not 
ſaid too much of tis wncommen Abilities ; tho 
| moe but bis Intimate Friends can do Fuſtice to 
| bis Moral aud Social Merit. The firft Volume 
was very much inrich'd by one of the moſt cloſe, 
clear, and correct of cur Polemical Writers ; 
and our Eftabliſh'd Religion and Governmeut 
are very much indebted to his Fudicicus Defence 
of them, on many Occaſions. The Remarks upon 
Mr Chandler are ffrung and ferſpicuous, and 
written with a Plainneſs agreeable to the Sim- 
Micity of the Mind and Manners of their Au- 
ther. The three Letters upon a future State, 
fo hapily mp as to ſave a Geutleman 
and bis Family from * with ſeveral 
more of various Kinds, fignd X, are the Pro- 
duttion of one who can excell in almoſt any 
that be thinks fit to write in. I 
it @ very fortunate Gircumſtance, that 
at a Time «ben fo _ —_ of Wit and 
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N UN B. III. 


myſelf 
of my Gop and my Country a 
of Fourſcore, Mr Hooker, and cannot wicld an 
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ent An v. N52 
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Without Gout or Stone, by a gentle Decay. 


4 I juſt remember the Reſtoration ; and 
the univerſal Joy that then overſpread the Na- 
tion, e as the 
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Popery. A 

D a 

Age ; —_— d E — 
Entertaĩuments * Stage 


were ſo enticir 
enticing, that for a while, as has been 


obſerved of the 

great La tioned, 

— — r 
B 3 e 


6 The Warxkrr MisceiLany. Ne 52. 
them a moſt Relaxation from ſeverer 
Sende but, like him I ſoon faw my Error: 
The falſe Notions of Honour which were 
there Shade which 


the 
over unlawful Love, . 


2s it nom hinders the Cauſe of Vi 


in Natural 1 Philoſophy, and this daily 
to us a new World of Wonders ; 
the tack poke the Workm 2 
examined, beſpoke orkmanſhip of an 
— 
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s The WekkIr Mrscettany. Ne 52. 
from the Buſineſs of my Calling, which I en- 
deavoured to manage as one that —_ 
ſhortly 


at another Bar. I ab 
of the Law to palliate 


to 
to uſe the Chi 

a bad Cauſe, to 
clear the Guilty ; but 
the Oppreſied, found me always a ready Ad- 
vocate. The Providence of ſo bleſt me 
with Succeſs, that I acquired a plentiful For- 
tune ; but this I look'd upon not as given mere- 
y for my own Uſe, but entruſted with me 


ook upon the Hours I ſpend in compoſing 
venting vexatious Law-Suits, and in giving 
my Advice and Inſtructions to the younger 
_ fort of my Profeſſion, as no ſmall nor impro- 
per Part of that P 


overbear the Weak, or to 
the Poor, the Injured 


the Benefit of others; and accordingly I 
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ſhall 


ſelf in being an Inſtrument of 


uſctul Members for my 


many 
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provid 


Country, al 


you an Ac- 


aking. Thus I have 


given 


Deſign is, to 
believe 


can reflect on and 


which I 


thinks fit to call me. My only 


have 
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the 


what 


engage 
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Mi 


That the ſureſt 
way 


ound true from 
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NUM B. LIL. 


The Tndecency and Wl-Manners an Irreverent 
. I. kN 


FT may ſeem ſtrange that a young Fellow 
;  Fongns, and a Man of Pleaſure ſhould 
Patience to attend ſuch grave Leckures as 


— But fo it is, that I often, 
day 


3 Lowgge; arts ſurprize ſome of my 


a little of their 
oy when te r 


„ your Name at the 
Top y 1 OE ns 3 
4. K- 
found ſo ungenteely imployed, as to be ſeen 
with a Manual of Devotions in their Hand. 
But as I have ſeveral Particularities in my 
chey ae me Aſtoniſhment ſoon ceaſes, and 

me to my Studies with a charitable 
& ws. the fan ek es whim- 
fat More What they will think of me, or 
bow 
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Worſhip. Many of the 
withi tandin 


them in the Performance of what they, 
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ever miſtaken, Way of Thinking, 
ienorantly, apprehend to be a rational Duty, 


this is an Inadecerum unbecoming a polite Cha- 


racter ; 
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rater; an Sejury inconfiſtent with E 7 
Berry . en Gentleman, (ror J conſe the 


13 * — — 
FO es 
api s Comer of the Church, wich He, 
ex nauzhty Boy's 
i Crime was the more 2 


a Credit to ISS = 
been „ and to have been pleaſd; for 
one öf the beſt Preachers in the World, was 
then inthe Middle of one of the beſt Sermons. 
chat ever he preached. How different is the 
Behaviour of my Friend, Captain Careleſs ! 
This Gentleman is naturally of too indolent 
arid thoughtleſs « Diſpoſition to give himſelf 
much Concern about Religion ; but out of 
teſpect to received Opinions and eſtabliſhed 
Cuſtoms 


unpar- 
„ 1 
| have been an Honour to his Under-. 
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& 
: 
7 
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1 
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cular as to two very gros Abſurdities. Thbe one 
bs their 0 - & i 1 


Tranſgreſſors are generally 
Rank in the Pariſh, and, in Right of their 
Wealth and Station, intitled to the higheſt Place 
in the Seat, it often 
wait at the Door fora more convenient 


lities. Such Salutations are always 


ö 
f 
| 
4 


"Since I have taken upon «ive vo care fag 
Hidecencies and Improprieties committed at 
Church, give me leave to be a little more parti- 


the 88 the Miniſter nor the Con- 


gregation can underſtand one another, nor mind 
what they are about. „As theſe Sort of 
Perſons of the firſt 


happens (for they muſt not 


Perſons muſt riſe fron 


Devotions, way | 
Enormity — wuhnalls dw. 
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Breach of Decorum, and an 
haviour.. rr 
of the Servioe is performing, the — wo 
becomes greater and more offenſive, as it inter- 
rupts che Performance of what 8 
Congregation think an 3 This 
would be thought : K even at 
a Concert or a Play, 3 
"Taſte for ſuch would care to 


F r ee while they 
ſhould be attending to the Aors, or Performers. 
But if the Reader pleaſes, we'll remove the Scene, 
and fancy ourſelves at a Courr, led 
thither by Curigfty, or fone ſuch Motive to be 
| preſent While certain Perſons (who had forfeit- 
ed their Lives by treaſonable Actions E 
Prince of the moſt excellent Qualirzs and t 
maſt abundant Conduct) were to deliver a 2 
' fifion for Mercy, y to acknow 2 
Perſections, to thank him for innumerab 
amid he aft been doby conferring wpor 


' were daily rebelling againſt 
. 


Arczons from him. Now I appeal to the 
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the Fetition and 44 0 
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Difturhbances, which might legally be puniſhed, 
nd which 


if committed in a Conventicle, and 
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Conſtitution of the Jewifh Law and 
Government, as well as by the Providence | 


5 
; 


Ne 54. The WerexLy MisczrrAuvr. 21 
« of God in all his Diſpenſations towards that 
« People, effectual Care was taken that all the 
ce which concern 
by them be 


| Secondly, As the Goſpel Covenant was made 
upon the Fall, and has been manifeſted in 
Age, more or lf, to the Bulk of Man- 
kind ſo the Benefits of it extend to all the Sons 
of Adam ; to thoſe who lived before the Time 
of Tiberius, as well as to thoſe who have lived 
fince. This is plainly aſſerted in Scripture. We 
2. all die, even fo in Chriſt 
ſhall all be made alive : That is, as all Men 


Points of Religion, 


are ſubject to Death thro' Adam's Diſobe- 
dience, ſo all Men 
Dead thro the Mer! 


fidels do, that the Light and the Uſe of the 


Goſpel commenced in the Time of Tiberius, 
or that it was not at all known, or at all ſer- 
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Seraice, and to attain a Reward cor- 
pondent to a is the true Caſe: 


145 
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acceptable 
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23 
Opportunities f 


equally capable of 


had ceogived. They are 
the Similitude of a Lord, who entruſted his 
Servants with equa] Advantages, delivering One 
Pound to cach ; and who rewarded them in 
Proportion to the different Improvements they 

5 C4 made. 


24 The Witt Miscztr aur. Ne 54 
ad Wh =nce it 


equal Father of 


An 


ag: 


that it is uſua 
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ges which ſome Men enjoy above others, 


Puniſhment ; and the lower Order 
3 


a Chriſtian, 2 Fa- 
mily of Men may anſwer him, Friend, 7 


f 
« Duty and th y Danger laß, asthy Lightis 
* ler? Take then that which is allotted == 


ED 
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palities and Powers, fo likewiſe among Men. 


er it were, ſome 


ſurpaſſing others in intellectual Perfec- 
= * the 
r 
ER hs are to the Brutes. This is 


NUM B. LV. 
Some Obſervations 
thinkers. 
S IX, 
18 a common Complaint againſt con- 
2 es with Incivility and Di to 
the great Offence of their well-bred Readers, 


and often to the no ſmall Prejudice * 
* 


f 
? 


upon Controverfial Writers, 
- - eine treating the Free- 


c. The WeerLy Misczrr aur. 29 
2 muſt be confeſſed, that 


— yay 
a | 
Man, who had been 1 
Scaliger. And ſomebody ſaid of Salmaſius, tha 
be bad erected bis Throne upon a Heap of Stones, 
that he might have them at Hand to throw at 
every one's Head that paſed by. The Yager 
may probably recollect living Inſtances, 

have thewn themſelves to be no more inferior to 
thoſe great Names of the laſt Century in Railing 
than in Criticiſm : And if upon ſome Occaſions 
they are very complaifant, and extremely Iiberal 
of the fine Epithets of moſt ingenious and moſt 
learned, even ſo liberal of them as to deſtr 
their Force, or make them rediculous; at other 


tumes ſhew their Genius no leis in inventing 
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Way, yet other Polemical Writers (as Divines, 
Philoſophers, Sc.) have not always fo entirely 
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af Opinion, that 


ben too mach of the Spirit of ſome modern 
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in your Miſcellany. It 
obſerve, that Complaints of 7 Nature, tho 
22 
vilify 
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IF in of their 
to um OI 
agreed Truth, that 


44 
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ſcurri profane, the looſe and immoral, 
have no Right to that Tenderneſs and Candour, 
which are due to ſober and intelligent Authors, 
who may chance to differ from usina Point of 
mere Learning or Speculation. And you muſt 
excuſe me, Mr Hooker, if I am not entirely 
every Polemical Scribbler 
(whether in Politics or Divinity) writes out of 
a fincere Regard to Truth, and a hearty Af- 
feQion to the Intereſts of Mankind. I have 


Authors, 
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Authors, who would affect the Tide of Free. 
thinkers, or Lovers of Truth, or Friends to 
Liberty ; (which, in modem Phraſe, are the 
honourable Appellations of ſuch as oppoſe the 
EP «(ll gn) am too 

well acquainted with their Manner of Rea- 
ſoning to entertain a favourable Opinion of 
n 
ſition to old and well tried 
gion and Government, 1 
or Diſoernment. Such Writers are commonly 
fulleſt of Pretenſions t6 Reaſon and Truth; | 
and (as a very learned Author ® obſerves) IJ 
* the Truth is become as _ * | 
among theſe Gentlemen, as jeeking 
« the Lud once was among another Set of 


et 


| . Wn arc no he 
2 Truth, by their talking fo 
much of it; * comonty aforecd, that 


. 


* DrIFaterlend's Second Charge o the Cler y of the 
| Archdeaconry of Middleſex. pag 15. 
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of their Readers. If a Cullias ſets up for a 

Connoiffeurin Oricciſm and Theology, wi 

in the Event to be con- 
nterpret the Pro- 


deride him? Or if a Man has ſome Taſte for 
bt Widine. but noxe fir and Diviaky, 
ſhall 

thoſe that have, and engage 


e the Na eee 


were much is depending, and the general Good 


if it was for 
but I ſhould much more condemn a Yindicator 


* wo ee * 


that a Man had loſt his Senſes, if he were ho 
more ſtrenuous and warm in a Cauſe pro Aris 


Religion pure and uncortupt, it can certainly be 
My of Wannth end. Cincity in it's Defence; 
2 "A 


N* 35 | Ne Werrur MiectitAur. | 35, 


w, 


Wiſdom. In Matters of R 


e ſurely no one, that is 
in it's Intereſts, can ſee it trampled upon 
ſome Degree of Reſentment and 
— A Coldneſs and Indifferenoce may 
r 


but muſt ſurely be highl 


Magna Charta, or for his Bible; , 


of- Seri who ſhewed no or Concern 
ne or (which is an work) who only 


ments to his Adverlary, and had no other Epi- 
thets for him, but moſt ingenious and moſt learned. 


We ſee in common Like, that Mens Zealfor a 
Cauſe uſually riſes in to the ſuppoſed 
of it ; and ſhould we not conclude," 


& Fecis, than in a Matter wWhete the Gaim or. 
Loſs: could be but little and inconſidemble? 
And therefore if it be allo ed to be a Matter of 
prime Concern to Chriſtians to preſerve theig 


no Crime to ſhew a becoming Zeal, a decent 
D 2 


36 The WeexLy MisceLLany. Ne 56 


I' ſhould rather fay it 2 be a Crime 


not to do fo. Tam, Sir, 
—— 


PHILALEUTHEUS. 


-NUMB. LVI. 
4 Diſwſ Myſteries, in 
" Fol, reges . A 
ee of ll 


-87R, 
: "HERE is a 


| n 
eee ee 
as mentioned in your Miſcellamy, and there- 
fore I have ventured to ſend you ſomething 
pln, i & imperun end ie Pin had 


if o important and nice a Point had 


handled by ſome other Correſpondent, 
ndertaking. 


more cqual to the U 
The Word Myfery has been very ſerviceable 
jo the ill n her Oran 10 Gr ſini 
J 


r r 


4 Mi1$CELi any. 4 
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As 


blended Truth and 


@ how they hav 
Not to f. 
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| . 8 
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| By: 


our 


5 this Writer 
| 2 is 


= = 


is to believe, wiTH 
cohat we KNOW NOTHING 


lieve 
otion 


be 
Is Not 
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convey 10 Meaning... We 
(he gore * believe that there is 
rk 0 yy b contained in Propoſitions 


7.5 wE n but of the 
ropofitions themſelves wwe can believe nothing 
PARTICULARLY, becauſe wwe underſland no- 
thing. Why. he inſerted particularly I can't 
imagine, for he does not mean what the Paſ- 


he in GENERAL that there it ſome 
' DISGUISED under VNINTELLIGIBLE = 
10 which we have no IDs as. 


| riftjantty, the ;ncogtrebenkble Myſteries 
(Fuk own Words) 1MPosED — 
kind ; which he clicwhere calls, the rigid IM- 
POSITION of HUMAN Schemes of Defrine. 

Dn But 
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to put this Matter beyond all Doubt or 
Diſpute, he mentions the Doctrine of the 
Trenity, the Union 412. and Hu- 
wan Nature in the Perſon of Chrift, with 
other famous Points. How many other Points 

are included, he does not teil us, but thus 
"=> be hos effited tb and expreſs 
Terms, that the Doctrine 3 
n 


what Meaning the Word Myſtery — in 


Heathen Writers, what Doctrines are ſtiled 
in the New Teſtament, or whether 


we uſe the Term properly in applying the 
2 — 


== = —— FR 
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ignorant People STARE, to 
down from Heaven, 
1 dai Mankind in Miners relating to the 
Divine Nature. Whatever mean Opinion he 


may have of the Doctrines in Controverſy, he 


ought to have ſo high and awful a Senſe of the 


Dignity of the Subjef?, as never to mention it, 
but with the utmoſt Reverence that our Ex- 


[enrol fk: bly reach; but Free-thinking 
-— ome ſuch a profane Licentiouſneſs into 


of the preſent Age, that Men pre- 
of 62 I Las One that 
inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Attributes and Dif- 
penfations are unſarchable with as much Fa- 
miliarity, as if they could find out the Almighty 
to Perfefion, and fat in Council with him in 
the Government of the World. This is an ir- 


_ rational Behaviour; there is no Fitneſs, no Pro- 
ought to act, 


y to 
theirNatzres and Stations. The Relation between 
the infinite, ommiſcient, ent CxEA- 


ToR, and his limited, * weak CREA- 
TURES, 
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TURES, requires 
2 


aning 
ſome Ideas to us, and that 
> Truths contained in the 


ft 


RS 
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and 
fible of it; but ſtill it is 
lay open their fatal T 
ſo, becauſe he writes agai 


not be ſen. 


, and the more 


the Charater of a Believer. This gives him 
the 


may to betray the or Inattentive 
lity, without their perceiving it. There 
—_— be a more effeQtual Method 
of diſcrediting our 2 than by ſhew- 
ing, that the diftinguiſoing Parts of it, which 
run thro the uh Din are abſurd and ſenſe- 
leſs : For, the more clearly and ſtrongly we 
prove ſuch Points from Scripture, the more 
ſtrongly we prove, that the? 


re was not 
written by the Inſpiration of Gad, fince it 
could not come from bin, if in it's principal 


any Senſe, or agaznf it; it it has mo Mean- 
ing, or if it's Meaning be contrary to Reg- 
fon. The of Mr Foſter's Opi- 
nion with the Truth Chriſtianity, is to me 
fo very obvious that if he can make a Convert 
to the former, I ſhall ſoon become an Apoſtate 
from the latter. 

I Hope none of your Readers will be diſ- 
obliged at the Freedom I have taken, and ſhall 


Argument, he may do himſelf Juſtice ; but if 
his Notion be deſtructive of our commer Faith, 


no Friend of Mr Foſter's can be offended, un- 


leſs 


rer of his Notion 


tight >. to 
" Religion under 


and fundamental Parts it be either without 


take, with this Writer. If I injure him in the 
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aſſerted in 8 


leſs he has more Zeal for his Party, than for 
In | 


1 am, Tours, 


PHILO-MYSTERION, 


N UM R LVIL 
A Continuation of the former Subjet. 
SIR, 


TN my laſt Letter 1 to ſhew, that 
the Treat A & Faith, which have 
been termed MA by the Chriſtian Church, 
and all along received under that Name, are 


not Doctrines altogether unintelligible, or which 


| yt RR; but that they 


are intelligible in Part, and that we may be- 
lice them þ far as our ideas reach, tho' we 


do not fully comprehend them. 


Whether theſe Doctrines are ri 
Myſeries, or called ſo in the 
Senſe of that Word, is an uſeleſs 
For be this as it will, they are 
which we 
the general, tho' not fully. 


We know the Meaning of the Terms in 


termed 


* 
. 


ſitions 
in 


3 and we have a 


general 
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tions themſelves ; ſuch as St Paul calls know- 


Reſpect, 
or, the Exiftence of Father, Son, and 
Ghoſt in the one Godhead, we know the Senſe of 
theſe Words; and we know likewiſe in Part 
the Thing aſſerted in them: We have a ge. 
neral Notion of it, which is, that the Son and 
truly God, as well as the 


- 


Py: 


. 


it 


K 
F 


bel 


fame Manner as we do the other, that is, 
the general, or ſo far as we underſtand them. 
It is certain, Mr Hooker, that if a Propoſi- 
tion be delivered in Words which we don't un- 
derfland 
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ſuppoſing, that be has made it @ part of our re- 
ligious Obligations, only to believe, that there 
is ſome Truth diſguiſed under unintelligible Terms 

The Gentleman, you ſee, goeson this Ground, 


)- appay = 3 Ants — but 


we know not what. Now this is a very great 
Miſtake, and fo all that is built upon it falls 
to the Ground. Several Socrman, and other 
Writers have gone before Mr Fofter, in ſup- 
poſing Myſteries to be Things cf which we un- 
derſtand nothing; and the conſtant Anſwer to 
theſe Writers has been, that their Suppoſition 


was faiſe. The late Dr Whitby ha to 


like that any thing ſhould be propoſed as an 
ETD, which is not to be underſtood ; 
— oy ear it, that ww Man in his ſo- 
buf to what be underfrands not. 

Thelearned 


as fome others 
have done, that Myſteries were not underſtood 


at all, and therefore could not be believed af all. 


In Reply to whom, Dr Vaterland entered in- 


to an Examination of this Matter. He threw 
what relates to it into ſeveral Caſes, 


laining 
the ſeveral kinds of Propoſitions, to which we 


cannot, or can give Aſſent. He ſhewed that 


Myſteries belong to thoſe Caſes, where Aſſent 


may 


great Dif- 


Tt 
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he fay, that the Believers of them are weak En- 
thufafts, who affect to be without Light in Mar- 
ters of Religion, hr that the Propagators of 
them are crafty bs Fo who make 
a Gain of the be Credulig People. p. 178? 
I am unwilling to give 14 kind of Talk it's 
proper Name; but methinks a Preacher ſhould 
tke ſpecial Heed to feat forth the Words of 
Truth and $ 
Some P think, that unleſs a thing be 
fully * and Fully underſtood, it is not 
revealed or underſtood at all, nor capable of 
any Behef, which is evidently a — Ima- 
gination. For is it impoſſible for a thing to 
be revealed | in Part; revealed exclulively of 
it's 


Ne WrexLy MiscziLany. Ne 57, 
it's Maus? Is there no Medium between per- 


— — and no Conception? Or, be- 
1 Ant Belief, and none af all 


122 Man revealed, 
a Hin al, fe well bythe 


or diſcovered, 
Light of Reſan, us of Scrgtare) heir Mode 
ſons Moore, — foch a 
not 5 as 
— Say | 
hat they are only general, « , and inade- 
— quate, yet our Faith may be ſame. It may 


go as far as they do; ad indead it þ 
—— to them. We have 
for Inſtance, only general and confuſe Ideas of 
the Self-exiftenceof God. We underſtand what 
It means, " God exiſts without any 
Cauſe of Exiſtence. There is a ſeeming Repug- 
bg wg py; which we 
know not how to account for. We are con- 
fus d and nonplus d, when we attempt to ima- 
gine or explain it. Yet we believe the Self- 
exiſtence of God. We believe it ſo far as we 
underſtand it. We believe in the General, 
that it it, and muſt be; tho we know not par- |» 


. 
nly general and 
op of the. Lumen, the Ubrguity, Fra 
Preſcience of God. We underſtand what they 
ſeverally mean, but have no Notion at all of 
the Manner, or minute Circumſtances of them. 
When we come to how they are, we 


enquire 
find ourſclves perplexed and confounded: Yet we 
believe 


* 5 . The Wasxar — 


amfuſe Ideas of the — We underſtand 
what it means, to wit, the Exiftence o three 
Perſons in the one Godbead. There is a feemi 
Repugnancy in this, as. there is in the Self 
exiſtence of God, and in the certain Foreknow- 
7 gs hong encies. Wecannot. ima- 
gine, or explain bow it is. We have no 
Notion at all of the Manner of it, and can 
therefore believe about it: Yet we 
| no which. wwe do un- 
We may believe the Derflence of 
r three Perſons, as far as cur. 
s reach, in the ſame Manner as we be 
exiſt without any-Couſe of Ex. 


for it. A — ES under-" 
ſand in the general, or a Belief ſuitable to 
dur Ideas, is e. in both Caſes,” 

If the Odſcurity or Difecs of our Ideas, be 
no Argument againſt believing tha Divine 
Attributes, it is plain that the like Obheuri- 
fy, or Defed, of our Ideas, with Regard to 
ns and other Doctrines of „ 

O L. II. 


E 
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as the other: 
neſs a good 
muſt for the 


: 
| 
ert 


8 
= 


; 


z 3 
| 


FN. 
Ir 


<< Song; and Holy "Chet, to 


9 —— other, 5 
3 * 
_« he ſays, as when "= prays, Our | 


* which art in Heaven; or when he ings 
<< ter the PGlmiſt, Thou art about 


4 — inelligidle, in | 
3 1 


« a Nonplus? Or a is in He- 
* ven, and how about our Path, or about our 
« Bed? and they will be both equally con- 


putting 


wy 


1 


A IE 


1 
. 
Hh 


21 or, 3 


Reaſon be be pleaded in * 
trat) 


"Tf Mr Foſter diſlikes theſe DoQtines, asthink- ; 
ing he perceives Contradictions in them, let 
him clearly prove them to be Contradifory, and 
then let condemn them. He will have 
the Sufftage of all ſenſible and reaſonable Men 
in ſo doing. But if this could be done, he 
ſhould not complain, that he underſtands them 
not, but that "he underſtands, or diſtin 
Perceives them to be f. falſe. If his Quarrel wi 
theſe Doctrines be, that 1 
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or Syllables, to him, conveying, no Notion, no 
hs at all, hat muſt be a palpable Miſtake, a 
from what has been obſerved above. 
ano 3 why becauſe 
he does not adequately comprehend 
them, TEAS that he will not admit 
ſo far as he — underſtand, _ he may 
8 


— 


raſonable, or ir decent, let any wit 
judge. It he thinks that theſe Dodrines 
are not really taught in Scripture, but coined 
then let him cenſure them as 


0 2 # 


ſuitably 


to know, and 
which is good. 


2, 3 th 


I am, Yours, 


PHILO-MYSTERION. 


22 85 
E 2 


ji 


iſpaſcd to 


| 


14485 


J 
2 
= 


2 847 
11] 


3 The WzzxLy Misczrraur. N“ 58. 


| * a 


2 


, 


SCELLANY. 


N2 38. The 
chablif'd by 
ve 


r 


4 


36 We We rxTv M 
< free, of to enquite hs the dice 

« and Frath of any. — Ki 
an Examination, and to give it all the 
« Conſideration which _ 4 Im. 
* portence requires; and whoſe Judgment is 
* free, or at Liberty © nie HE = 
* cording as the Evidence ſhall appear.” This, 
I fay, is a Character which cannot, in it's ut- 
moſt Extent, belong to any Man living, fince 
every Man, thro' the 1 of human 


Nature, is liable to me Degree of Influence 
from Tatercft, from Inclination and Affection, 
from Impreſſions and Prepoſſeſſions, imper- 
ceptibly made and entertain'd ; all which will, 
proportionably to their Power, deſtroy the 
Freedom of Thought and Ju But as a 
Man may properiy be call d a gued Man, WhO 
habitually endeavours to do his Duty, notwith- 
ſome occaſional Eſcapes and invin- 
cable Infirmities; fo I would 3 
him a Freethinker, whoſe fincere Defire and 


Endeavour it is, to enquire into ſuch 


Truths as belong to him, and who honeſtly 


determines his Judgment according as the Evi- 
nnr tho he ſhould not, at 
. all times, be abſolutely free from and 
Prepoſſeſſion. In the ffri# Senſe of the 
Word, 1 Man can be a Freethinker ; in the 
looſer Senſe, every good Man is one; a wicked 
Man cannot be ſo in any proper Senſe. Ry 
But let us try the — of thats who 
talk ſo much of Freethinking, by their own 
— we ſhall ind. that, 3 
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them a Title to the Character, a Freethinter 
ſhould be © defined thus: free, 
« or ready to think, or 3 on any 
« Syhje& ; to enquire, or not to enquire, into 
the Meaning or Truth of any Propofition, 


„ howeve? it aherdet an Examination ; 1 


« jt ſuch à Conſideration, not as is 
« to it's Importance, but to his 
« and to believe or diſbelieve, 
e ſaits his Inclination, or preſen CY, 
without any Regard to the Evidence.” "Re 
ligion, —— all Diſpute, merits Examina- 
tion more Say whatſoever, 
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Argument of the Weakneſs of his Cauſe, u. 
thing which he fays to the Pur- 


MJ 


, is out of Sight, and ſtands for 
nothing. 
To 
warces and Partiality of modern Free- 
— 2 take up more Room in your 


3 


orce of any of it's Proofs, 
expreſs utmoſt Satisfaction; they 
take paged barre, as if they 
yt 2 
he Genen Religion, that 

— 4 2 of any virtuous 
It's moral Preceſts are allowed 
by  themſetves to be the molt excellent that 
ever * „ it's „ ſuppoſing 
them 


J 
: 


4 


1117 


(FH 
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them to be true, are highly conducive to in- 
force Obedience. It's Dottrines and Inſtitutions 
have no evil Tendency in their Nature. Sup- 
poſing them therefore to be willing to conform 
to the moral Duties of Chriſtianity, what poſ- 
towards it? Or, how can they think freely, 
hen they have in their Heart ſo much 


Men who have ſo little Right to it, and do it 
ſo much Diſhonour. For the future, I hope 
whenever you have Occaſion to mention them, 
you will not do ſo great an Injury to Religion, 


as to allow it's Enemies, a Title that im- 
plies a reaſonable Diſbeligf of it. 


* 


* 


NUM B. LIX. 


n 


To Upon Religious Zeal. 
STR, 


NE of your Correſpondents obſerved 
very juitly, that the preſent Set of 
Pamphletcers, who are engaged in the Cauſe 
of Infidelity, give us their own Pictures in the 


Repre- 


62 W Wirxry MreceLtany. No 59. 


make of their 


lan, that is not a profeſſed Infidel, 


2 Zeal for Religion be not a reaſonable Aﬀe- 
Ciion, and he will be ready enough to acknow- 
ledge it, but perhaps not ſo eaſily percei * 


8 


and 
ice and 


and Sove- 


Gop has a 


Good, 


* * T3 
ww cs y ; * 1 
13 
e L 
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2 Obligations, 


to do all that is in bis Power, and none 


1411111 
311425 


3 
obliged 


can do more. As the Supreme, 
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reign Lord of the Univerſe, 
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bers of the Communi 
OE ITN ne as 


8 heh uſt el n 
gains or loſes loles Ground 
2910 of Men. The com- 


fy will not us to be 


| : 01 = 7 3 
* which their 
NF, 8 "All All ele Obligations, 


Ic ar CREATOR, our. Repremen, 
the TREE: of - the ; Pu3Lic,.. the. Good. of 
our FELLow-CRt ATURE, extend to al! Men 
equally. The Difference lies nat in the Obliga- 
Hons which. is cin, but in. the 9 
the Opportunity, the Manner of ſhewin 
2. Which are as various as the 
Talents, Stations, and Circumſtances of Man- 

in 18 cannot be faid, that one Man is more 
obliged to be a good Man than another, and 
yet one may be obliged to be Letter than a- 
nother. So, tho al/ Chriſtians. are equally o- 
bliged to have Zeal for Chriſtianity, yet * 
may. be obliged to have more Zeal, as they 
may have larger Facultics, and better * 6 


of Improvement. Clergy _ t apart 
the Service of Reli gion; they pad, 4 


the Duties of cheit Pofeffen. t to — ſtudied 
more. 


larly the Grounds of the Cbrig 
tian Faith, to have eſtabliſhed in their Minds © 
a ſtronger Conviction of it's Truth, and to 
have confider:d more diſtinctly the great Ex- 
and Benefits of Chriſtianity. By a 
more conſtant Attendance — 
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o Intereſt ; if he teaches others that 
Grin ar light to the Things of this 
while he himſelt is openly graſping 
Mankind will be 
aith by his Pra, 


hen Oy the preſent Se of lg ; tho' I could 
1 ane 


of the Glory. 


An Ebene Concern fr de Intereſt o | 
Chriſtianity, and a conſtant Endeavour to 

mote it, is the Duty of every Chriſtian, in 
forme Degree, in every one's Power. Gover- 
NOURS can guard þ ie by whillme Laws and 
encourage it by their Countenance. Maci- 
' STRATES may put thoſe Laws in Execution, 
and aid them by their Example. GenTLt- 
MEN have great Opportunities of diſcountenan- | 
ding Infidelzty, and giving Encouragement td | 
Virtue. And as they have been educated to 
Letters, and have Leiſure to improve the Adyan- | 
tages of their liberal Education, many of them 
emght become Advocates, by their Writings | 
and Conveafaton. Their 
| Circamſtances would give Sprightlineſ to their 
— Compo 
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dence with Men and Books of Taſte, would 
ve a genteel and agreeable Turn to their 
Seyle and Language, as their ſuppoſed Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs would give more Force to their At- 
guments; whereas the Writings of Clergymen 
always labour under theDiſadvantage of that im- 
pertinent Cavil, that Religion is their Trade and 
their Intereſt. TRADESMEN, even down to 
the loweſt Mechanic, may ſhew their Zeal, 
and do Service many ways: If cannot 
write, many of them have ample Fortunes, 
and a large Influence, by which they may cir- 
culate and enforce proper Antidotes to the 
ſent ſpreading 


the Number of their Proſelytes 
would ſoon become as trifing as their Perform- 
ances. Every Far RHER and MasTes, by his 


N* 6a 


638 De WzzkxLyY MiSCELLANY. 


NUMB. LX. 


" & 


£ 
133 


| 187708 


Az Ti 
T 


; . 8 383 
Henan 1285 
445 . 


1114475 


1 
Alla! in 


Judgment, refining the Taſte, or 


— 


15 


dee you oreines 


Fel: 


proving 
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per to examine both. Creeds are very 
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* His Words are, (p. 41.) 
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other Creed. Which is as much as to fa 
that provided it be bat once {ee alas, he 
can be content that it ſhould be ſe it off de- 
cently, or leiſurely, and 28 8 
The whole, I think, depends upon 
of his Arguments: Fr if ti Pea for . 
ping that Creed, or for lighting it at all 
true . frankly or how 
it were thrown off: But if his * 
ſons be falſe or wrong, then opping 
the Gad in 2 fence arb Way, f aal 


doing an i Thing with the greater Guile, and 


to Imguity. His Reaſon- 
ings 1 ir conſiſt partly of Reg- 
fonings, and partly of Fact: It will be pro- 
Things to meddle with ; and no good Man 
can fit patient under any 1jurious Aſperſions 
caſt upon E 


One of his Obiections to the Creed is, that 
it attempts to explain Myſteries, which are 


The Trinity being allowed by all to be 
* a Myfery in the Natuie of the Thing, it 
cannot be capable of a clear, certain, and 


defined Explication as to the mera phyfical 


* Eſſence, Subſtance, and Property of each 
© Perſon in the Godhead : And yet it is 
* attempted to be done in that Creed.” This 
is all a Miſtake : The Creed never attempts 
to explain any ny Myſtery, but to fence and guard 
it againſt inſidious 3 
F 3 
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775 
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3 28 5 
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2, 


= 


* 

guard againſt all ſuch Artifices, not by 
ing the Myfery, but by unravelli 
ing every invented Subtilty brought | 
mane it. It muſt indeed be owned, that th 
Creed does occaſionally explain the Doctrine 


ing 
paſs, but guording ; and even that which is ex- 
ory, is guarding at the fame time, guard- 
ing againſt the Equrvecations and Miiſcumſtruc 
trons of Adverſaries. I know but of one Pa- 
ragraph in the Creed relating ag 
WE | : whi a 


Madus of each 1s . a N 
as ever. I ſay then, that this Creed is 

defenſive all the Way, than exeguts: 
therefore Luther very juſtly ſtiled it 


are 
attempted; only both 
1 91 left 


exegitical ; 


wark to the Apoſtles Creed; and other learn- 
edand judicious Divines, whea they have 


guarded againſt ina 
which may 
4 


nd therefore /e/s intelligibie common 
_ only 


> 
Gin, ns 
ation of the 
— 41 
found 
nate, _ 
E 
:0 Athana 


* 
inſerting in his new 


ly, bleſſed, and glo- 
one God, Sc. 


— 


his alteting our antient and excellent Collect on 
Tranity Same, for a new. one of his own, 
not half fo' clear, or ſo juſt as the former? I 
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Miſtake ſhould cither in > a. 
ſtanding God's Mill, or in the manner of 
obeyrng it. To me this new Collect ſeems to 
carry Guilt and Diffidence in it's Face; one 
might account for it, had it been drawn up by 
any Arzan or Secinian, becauſe ſuch Perſons 
muſt eternally fluctuate between the 
ture-Commands to worſbip Chrift, and * 
Scripture-Diſallowance 2 <oorſhip ; 
and muſt inevitably ſplit either upon Diſobe- 
dence, on one Hand, to plain Precepes, or up- 
on the like Diſobedience, on the other Hand, 
to as plain Probibitions : But as the Author 
of the Eſay profeſſes his Belief in a coequal 
and cocternal Trinity, by his receiving the N;- 
cene Creed, and the firſt four Petitions of our 
Litany, I cannot account for his 
us with ſuch a CollefZ. He ihe atten. ad 
well (p. 10, 11, 16, 38, 70) of the Reaſon- 
ablenets of having a Liturgy that ſhall be plain, 
e, and intelligible : One might defire him 
to ſingle out any Collett, in our whole Prayer- 
book, which is half ſo ob/cure, or half fo hard 
to comfrue, as this new Collect which himſelf | 

hath given us. 
R. this Gentleman is nes 
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Friend to the Chriſtian Faith, or to the prime 
Articles of the Trinity and Incarnation, it is 
anaccountable that he ſhould endeavour to 
ſtrip them of thoſe uſeful Securities which 
the Athanafian Creed in particular has fenced 
them about with. 
From what has been faid may appear the 

Fallacy 17 1 t made uſcof in 
the Ahn againſt retaining the Atbanaſian 
Creed) namely, that the Apoſtles Creed contains 
all the Fundamentals. I mention 2 2 
the Argument would be as ſtr or 

ing out the Nicene, which notwithſtanding 
the Author is pleaſed to retain. I forbear to 
urge, that thoſe Divines who admit the Apoſtles 
Creed as a full of Fundamentals, do 
mean, provided always, that it be underſtood 
in it's frue and ancient Senſe : I take no No- 
tice, that many learned and j Divines 
ls of a Proteſtants ccclly) make no 


Scruple of denying the Poſition, about 
the Apoſtles 1 were it ever fo fairly and 
joy moerprened : Waving all theſe Confide- 

the Apoſtles Creed 


Fundamentals, yet ' 
inde all that to the Point in Hand ? The 
veſtion is not, whether that Creed comprizes 
al Fundamentals, but whether it takes in all 
that is ordinarily neceſſary to guard thoſe Fun- 
damentals againſt Equivecation and Wile, or 
infidious Attacks. ir . plain (hat it doth not ; 


lince every Arian or Secinian will readily 
936 reaining the Words, 6. 
nouncing 
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The condemning Clauſes (ſay ar 
to be as — only to t ru 4 


Having obſerved what Value our diſſenting 
Brethren have for the Athanaſian Creed, it is 
to be hoped that the Author of the Eſſay will 
no more inſinuate, r ready 
endeavouring, are by any means proper 
in 4 Di . to the Church of 
founder and better Part 


ſum 

Place, 

ber of the 

and even to 

which 25 4x 
Body of 8 
theſe be D rr abroad, 
(who could not 38 aſto- 
| of that Kind) there is 
then i the whole Proteſtant Iatereſt 

my own Part, I 

w Author of the 

Dee by it, 


except the Derfts, who dillike all Revelation, 
or the Anti- trinitarians who reject the ancient 
Faith, or the Papiſts whoſe Intereſt it is to 
widen our Breaches, and to deſtroy our Peace. 
Now I have mentioned the Papiſts, I can- 
not forbear exprefling ſome Wonder why our 
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Author Id ſuggeſt ſo often (p. 7, 17, 18, 
23) that the Prigts and Feſuits would be 
moſt offended at his Scheme; except it were 


And now, Mr Hooker, J leave it intirely to 


no 


or may not diſdain any, (eſpecially 
flight and ſuperficial a and 
therefore 


N 
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. 17 ol 


N®* 6x. 
or to the 


Iam Yours, &c. 


either to the Fire, 
NUM B. LXI. 


Papers, 


Profs, as you ſhall thunk proper. 


therefore you have my free Conſent to diſpoſe 


80 De WerxLy Miscerianvy. 


£ 


of theſe 


= 5 punt 1 | Bake gt 


et 


— 


2,2 


(any 


to have 
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. the Church of Eng 

could warrant any Man to diſturb it's Peace : 

Allow that he took it to be the End of Sub- 
iption to ſecure Peace: Yet he might think, 
id think, that the Meaning of Sub- 
ſcripton 
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to confute him ; and. afterwards 


Inſtance, when he pleads, that Script 
bt of d, Curioftics of Explication, 
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Cakes, when expat not to Hane auß 
Streſs * an incidental ay 

familiar Letter. bg tou wen 8 
* 2 Queſtion now 


obe) d. have 
r Not? or indir — 


e the Com- 


* 
. 1689 which was & red ab 


8 ing e 
10 hie been the 


blickly defended bop Fel in 
7 that not merely our Chrrch, 
 Chriftian' World, ewned it to be 0 
ſ true E lication of the 25 
1 ic. of the Trin. 
cannot eaſily perſuade m af 
good a . the 8 
could ever — fo have == the _ 


« Yer 1000) have to many Warned aid cou 
WL : &« fiderate 
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« fiderate Men, appeared arly ade — 
The Author has here unwaril 
Miſtakes of Dr Clarke. 4 


and fome of Dr Caves, 8 
r 8 know. 


Dr Waterland's Crit. His. p. 12. alias P. 21. 
It was Dr Clarke alfo, not Dr Cave, who-ex- 
| preſſed himſelf fo oddly as to ſay, 
Tears, inſtcad of laying,” 


in 22 and Fortunatus E 
before the Year 


Edition (which I have had a Sight of 
« rele is Readers to rin ds, 


my 


th 


firs 


ol 


54 f. 
Fy 1 


8 The Werxrv MisczrL aur. Ne 61. 


12 
l 


jill 
8.3 


til 


92 The WerxLy MisctLLAny. N“ 62. 


ties? Does their Ser of Principles in Religion 
interfere. with Hiſtory, Poetry, Oratory, Lan- 
guages, „Natural or Moral? Or, are 
they leſs ſucceſsful in te or leſs acquaint- 
ed with theſe ſeveral Parts of 1 than 
other Men ? I believe the of preſent 
and paſt Times will leave no Room for any ſuch 
Notions and againſt them ; and as 
to my Author, 1 am willing to think, that he 
himſelf has nothing to object againſt him on 
this Head. All the which he has 
Tutors from their 
imagine, that this Sor? of Men 
into 
their Pupils, and ſo, by an early and undue In- 
fluence take away the Freedom of Think 
r 
with Syſtems and and hinder the 
t unhappy Youth from examining and 
—_ Matters with Conduur and Impartio- 
bity.. "Theſe, it ſeems, are the Fears and 
fies, theſe the Dangers and Difficulties, which 
my Author from committing a Pu- 
pil to the Care of a 
the good Man offered his Advice in the Caſe out 
of pure Affection and Compaſſion for the Youth 
of the Nation. For wn ys or yt 
of his, they muſt 22 obliged to 
him, and owe him their moſt dutiful Thanks 
— — But before we paſs Sentence up- 
for the Office of Tutor it may be proper and 
reaſonable 10 proceed with ſome Caution and 
| Tenderneſs, 


Clergyman! and, no doubt, 
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Tenderneſs, and hear with a little Patience and 
Attention, what others have to plead in their 
Favour. 


and Writin 
Proof, that the Author before me is much miC- 
taken in his general Character of madern Clergy- 
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is a Stratiger, at preſent, 8 
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. A Dream. 


in ; W 

e dhe Guiftian mag ode 
8 Tant Bey, bad 
ly the Subje& of Ridicule and 
ter, TT retired to Reſt, with my Mind full | 
of the Subjedt. My Eyes were ſcarce cloſed, | 
before the following Dream took up my 

I wason a ſudden, methought, 


— 1 


r ized | . ' . : mpet, ſounding my. 
like unto that, which, in r : 
my Fancy uſed to frame to itſelf, ang 
St Paul's Deſcription of the Reſurtection ; 
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: 15 a 
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33 
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taining. au entire Sentinet. "The" Figure 
conſtituted thereby was that of a vaſt, but 
ſomewhat irregular Cone; whoſe Baſe termi- 
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wy Eye traverſed this vaſt Collection of my 
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eſs of Darkneſs has long been prepared: 
Wich that, turning to thoſe miniſtering Spi- 
rits that waited to execute his Wrath, Away, 
fays he, with theſe Rebels from my Preſence, 
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thoſe Regions, where ſhall be nothing but 
| e Terth. The dread- 
ful Horror with 2 


Age arp th Han of pi 
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Fer if that wis leur, (as 
much an Inſidel ax I was) I could not but 
ſee, that in the Predictiens of the Prophets 
Chriſtians have the Aueſtation of God, that 
Chriſt. his Will: For ſince the 
of Jeſus Chriſt could not have been 
a Skate at fuch a Diſtance 
of Time before he exiſted, by any thing in- 


ror 2a agutiagened. and fince the 


hat made known his Exiſtence, - 
dec ! likewiſe, that he ſhould teach the 


Will of God; it muſt, by an "unavoidable 
8 Conſequence, 
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| the Athanafian Creed. er . Author of 
{wer as to what concerned Biſhop. Taylor, or 
Mr (Silliaguurth, or Dr Cave; 4 Lee 
ſufficient Replies to whatever he has ted 
(after Dr Clarke) in Point of Reaſon. It is 
very ſtrange, that no kind Friend ſhould in- 
form him of it all the Time; or it is yet 
more ſtrange and unaccountable, that this Gen- 
tleman, if he knew of it, ſhould think it fair 
or juſt to bring up again the ſame confuted Ob- 
. WO 1G L FJPections 
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jeQtions without taking the leaſt Notice of he 
e bee But it is 5 


e 


ie E Be no body, it 1 2 
. 26, inſerted 
1 He comphins, (p. 7.) hat 
from Fatts remains 1 | 

And again (p. 1 
575 range: fllently — Ke 
Jlooked'to the End of his Book for ſome Table 
Erie, ti or for ſome Cotrection in a P- 
iþt that Time, he 
. but I could 
Thing Edel his Fad or uteri: 


But as com- 


Per. 

Accounts, the Authorof the ay has reported | 
Eras 
truth, to the Commiſſioners of 1689, 
8s having + ©. Jn nmrnaqgy-—— 
rect b rio n | 
8 s Account 


3 (Pol. I. p. 455) fun 
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concern them- 
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tmhould once more appear, fince he has paſſad ſo 
temarkable an Exgium upon them. The Pa 
ragraph is this: By his in in his new 
« Litany theſe Words, O boly, blefſed, and 
Peres Trim:y, three Perſons and one God, &c. 
* he has really and fully (if he is an honeſt 
Man) praßeſſed as much as the Athanafian 
« Creed does.” I am of the fame Mind 
now that I then was, taking it for granted 
that he is a ſenſible Man, and can hb fs the 
TID which 
7 3 For, juſt fo I f, 


fivorn to bear true and 
af 9 — to N 
rightful Sovereign, (which was the Parallel I | 
be a nd Pale Nm po and fully, if 
he is an honeſt and jenfible Man, as much 
as the generaf Oath of and the 
other two Oaths of nr a } 
tion (faper-added by way of Guard to the for- 
mer) amount to. He that honeſtly owns King 
George for his rightful Sovereign, without any 
 Equrvocation, mental Evafion, or ſccret Refer 
vation whatſoever, and has Diſcernment enough 
to ſee to the / lend or firſt immediateConſequene, 
muſt be underſtood very eſſectually to diſclaim | 
both the Pope and the Pretender. Neverthe- 
leſs, I ſhould think it entirely wrong for any 
Man to a from hence, that all but the 
general Oath of Allegiance is needleſs, or might 
Aafely be ſpared. For who can know how a 
diſcerning fore 2 be, though ho- 
neſt, or how apt others may be to find out 
 Ewvaſua 


George as bir | 
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Evaſions, where Teſts are not made more ex- 
plicite, or axpreſs? Therefore the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature has well and wiſcly 
againſt human Frailties, UN 
truſt ſo weighty a Concern upon this Bottom, 
viz. that every Man will be as wie and as good 
as might be wiſhed. 

It is very eaſy to apply all this to the Caſc 
of the At Creed, made for the 
of the Chriſtian Faith, as thoſe other T 
are made for the Security of the Government : 
And therefore, 1 humbly conceive, that the 

x will do the Author of the 


rr 
lical and Nicene, may ſtill be of 
for ſecuring the Faith of the Church, i 
manner as the Oaths of Renunc:ation 
tin, ſuper-added to 
may be of 
ebay Rights of 


hi 


5 
T 


Oath 


P 


fa 


Ff 


upon the Carpet, and that aye bi Hong 
| very per- 
laps it may now be cxpoded, that he ſhould 
I 3 
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reconcile his troubling the Public with ſo ma- 
Mifreports, about Mr Ch i vorth, about 
Cave, about the Commijeners of 1689. 
Wane of realonuble Care in reporting Fact, 
where any thing of ** is at 
Stake, wil be ht by the more rigid 
| Caſuiſts to be want of Honeſty: But the 
mildeſt of Cafuiſts will judge, that every l- 
ft Man, when convicted of publiſhing Un. 
truths ſhould as publickly own his Miſtakes. 
While Thy down this Rule of Caſuiſtry, ! 
onght no doubt to ſubmit myſelf to the fame. | 
The Author charges me with a Mifreport relat- | 
ing to the Church of Scotlend. 
The Letter-writer did not ſay 
Church of Scotland had the A. 
Creed, e | 
more than the Nicene (though he might ade 
have done it, it appearing 
ny of C Confeſſions, that the Church of Scotland 
recerved the Helvetic Conſeſſion of 1566, which 
did receive the Athanaſian Crecd by Name). But | 
I had ſome Reaſon to fay, and to believe, that 
our out the Athangſſan, might give | 
| great Offence to them, all confidered; 
£4 1 believe fo fil For, let us obſerve what | 
C. Confeſſion of 1581 Teally does fay, as 
to our preſent Purpoſe: We con- 

3 0 | 
7 in Subſtance r Fer- 
** ſons, the Father, the Son, and-the Holy 
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in their Nature, and fo AgB in their P., 
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to agree amongſt themſelves at their Leiſule, 
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like beſt. ''I am now to conſider Pauritan- 
nicus's Objeftion againſt 4 wage without 
21 * to r Plan- 
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we Powers of human Nature, and aggra” 
rating it's Degeneracy, tho aur Scheme pro- 
vides a ſufficient Remedy for this Evil, this na- 
tural I ection; but bere comes a 
„ who propoſes to mend the Mat- 
ter, by making it a great deal worſe ; owning 
the great Corruption of our Nature, and it's 
Inſufficiency to reſtrain it's diſorderly 
yet leaving us without any poſſible Method 
improving it. Nature, it ſeems of itſelf, can- 
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our natural will be a much 
Obection againſt our Obligation to the Duties 
of natural Religion. And this is what they 
Want, viz. To be free from all Manner of 
_ I cannot conclude this Letter better 
than by a Citation from the abovementioned 
Diſcourſe, P. 22. Their Pretences of freeing 
* Magkind from Tyranny and Slavery, are as 
popular and captivating, as they are falla- 
* cious and difingenuous. They would wil- 
- thought to allow, that all Moral Du- 
great Truths of Religion, are diſ- 
« coverable by the Light of Nature, and obli- 
_ © gatory without any external Command; I 
< lay, they would willingly be thaught to allow 
it, becauſe they not only acknowledge and 
* afect it, but 3 
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Men ſincere in the Profeſſion, - and 
Practice of Natural Religion, — 
would have no ſuffecicut Temptation to re- 
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8 the Duties of Natural Religion 
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I F You temember, I told you, I had & | 
2} veral MSS. of my Aunt's, which I would 
| communicate to You as Occafion ſhould offer, 


Yours, 


BELINDA. 
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to ſecure and increaſe her fu- 
I never was io ſenſible as 

14 „ 
© Proverb, As buſy as @ with one nag 
©] have one only Child; and, thou 
« but an Adopted Parent, I find in m 


« Natural One. My Invention is continually 


© cern for her Welfare. 
* fered a great deal of Pain, and en 


© deal of Pleaſure, by ſeeing her in different 


States. In a Dream I aw my 'Gid (who 
* muſt be allow'd to be very genteel, and 
: 4 a much politer Taſte) married to a —1 


tie, whiffling Fellow, a . 
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* Cloaths. What World of 
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* cafion, Now I fancy 
ing down to the Size of his Underſtandi ug, 
_ * till his low Converſation became not only 
| * tolerable but agreeable. Then, again, I view'd 
ber inwardly diſcontented; aſharn'd of his 


Aale Prattle and as idle Behaviour; 2 
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© no SatisfaQtion in any thing that he Gi, 
or did, becauſe ſhe cool] est love hes ; wa 
able to love him, 3 
« him; nor eſteem him for want of rational Per- 
« fe@ions; truc to his Bed, only from a Senſe of 
<« Relig pon et not out of any Inclination to the 
Manz ra bearing his Conjucal Careſſes, be- 
© N was her W ving them as 
an njoyment: State! Unhappy 
Girl! How ſhe languiſh'd, grew pale 
and fickly! How her Charms faded, her 
« Spirits decay d, her Temper chang'd from an 
innocent 3 a ſettled Me- 
« lancholy, interrupted ſometimes by ſhort | 
_ of forcd Mirth ; forc'd out of | 
« good Nature and Complaiſance! Methought 
« one Night when ſhe was alone, 
ber im r Companion witl 
« agrecable Perſons of her A 
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fetch d a deep Sigh, at which I awoke ; but 
< ſoon fell aſlecp again, thro' the Fatigue 1 
had ſuffer d by her imaginary Diltrels. 
Another Scene, ſtill more afflicting to me, 

« preſented ifelf to my diſturb d 1 
de Ain of her Family were all ſettled, 
and her own Father in a Condition to ad- 
vance an handſome Fortune in ready Money. 
Such a Fortune requir'd a Settlement, and 
« deſerv'd a Genticman of conſiderable Faſim. 
Such an one, either for the Sake of enjoying 
2 pretty Woman that he could have 50 
© Hepes of debauching, or ſome other indi- 


* ret Motire, offer'd himſelf, and was ac 
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« ptneſs! from continual Diſcontent and Diſ- 
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cepted. For a little while, fo long as Cu- 
ect af he was pleas d . but 
after Variety, which is never to be 
ſoon made her indifferent to him, 
cold to her. He whor d on as he 
fore he marry'd, and gave her the 
Diſeaſe. ER 
he had his rakiſh Com 
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© God that made her: She dy'd full of Horror 


and Deſpair, fore-taſting that Torment which 
* ſhe was going to endure for cver. Dreadful, 


* ſhocking Thought. I ſtarted up in my Bed, 


but the Diſorder of my Spirits, 


ore I was 


* well awake, threw me into a ſenſeleſs Con- 
Oh 


* fuſion, that ſoon clos d my Eyes again. 
* bleſſed C 1 from Darkneſs to Light! 
from Vice to Virtue! from Miſery to Hap- 


* atisfaction, to an uninterrupted Courſe of 
Felicity here, and an Eternity of Happi- 
« neſs hereafter! I zow ſaw her marry'd to an 
* bone, virtuous Man; who, tho he had 

* not better natural Parts than the, 1 31 
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upon Government. No Mortal can tell where 
it will end. Every diſq AR of Parli- 


y, be called a 2 


= Your in dvr is Per- 
Men of their Natural 


and a 


And when they can get a little nearer the R - 
al Ear, very he ny any take the 5 


Natural Rights is capable af doing. Tu al. 
culated 
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culated to ſerve more Pupoſes than the preſent, - 
and to repeal more Acts of Parliament, th. * 
tis now 553 talk of. 

ridiculous and abſurd. For uu N 
pretend to Places and 
- aha” 


ſtitution, oe bo Cnr ee be GOO hd 


a profeſſed Enemy, to one Half fit? 
CO erin ee 


juſt in the Manner their Miniſters and Other 
did a little while ago, reſolved this and that, 
tn a Formal and Legiſlative Way; bullied and 
 threatned. the Government, if 
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the Bargain. All this, I 


| pot into their Hands. 
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Submiſſion, for Example, they would have 
deemed, I gueſs, a Cur of Seditious 
Fellows, and treated ; and I can't 
ſay, but they would ** it. How- 
this Negative Sort of Merit, and 1 am very 
willing they ſhould be negatively rewarded. 
As they have curbed, pretty well, for ſome 
Years paſt, their Natural Luſt of Mutiny and 
Sedition, let there be no Fines, no Impriſon- 
ments, no Proſecutions ; let them enjoy their 
Religion in Safety; let them not be moleſted 
in the Free and Publick Exerciſe thereof ; let 
them write for it ; let them convert the whole 
Nation to it, if they find themſelves able to do 
that by appcaling to their Reaſons and Under- 
ſtandings. Nay, I am willing they ſhould 
have 2 little of that ſweet Privilege ot 
at, and Reviling the Eſtabliſhed Religion into 
preſume, may be 
r Men, Re- 
enough for living peaceably under the 
Government, which is no more than their 
bounden Duty, without having the Church 


Tis a Jeſt, and downright Affront to the 


pretend, that theſe Acts are of no Importance 
to the Security of the Church of England. In 
the Days of King James, they were thought 

of the utmoſt Importance to it, nor could. all 
the Power and Influence of the Court wreſt 
them from us; and we found, in the Event, 
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No bod doubts, but if their way was 
to all of Power n 


work and apply themſelves — heartil to en- 
groſs as many of them as they 
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The Con- 
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another of Arians, 
Cans 


zerce, in his doughty Reflections upon 
(now Biſhop) Sherleck's Vindication of 
and Teſt Acts, does not pretend 
y, che Diſſenters, RD in Power, 
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Pierce, as we have ſeen, to cologue and daub 


inthe Wiſdom of His Majeſty and His Par- | 


— 2 andes both. "S 
think, it has 


'? Upon wie: — do they 
been held by the ever ance the 
Revolution — 3: f 
that is, T 
that all 


y . 
know it was no ſuch Thing, 
but becauſe they were diſaffected to the State. 


And why is it not as reaſonable, that a Diſſen- 


ter ſhould be ſhut out of the State for his ill 
Affection to the Church, as that a regular 
ſhould. be ſhut out of the Church 
for his Diſaftction to the State. Let them 
ſhew me a Reaſon, if they can, other than 
this, That rig fi the State ſhould be preſerv d, 
but no Matter whether the Church be or no. 
This Reaſon, I dare ſay, lies at the Bottom 
of every zealous Diſſnter's Heart ; and Mr 


with the Civil Powers, has plainly enough 
ſpoke it out. But I have too much Confidence 


lament, to think they are fo caught. I per- 
3 they well den themſelves, uo | 
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| hy ow | 
Focleſiaſtical, as well as Civil State, and 


AR of theirs, endanger the Religion by 


this Occaſion, to be in Truth, what they are 
Conſtitution, The Guardians of the 


Eſtabliſhed, the Preſervation of which, they 


know, was one 


Crown in 


Tam, SI x, 


Rus rIcus. 


Principal End of the late 
Happy Revolution, and the Settlement of the 
His Majeſty's IIluſtrious Houſe, © 


ags Tee WaxXI I MnexzxAur. Ne 79. 


NUM B. LXXIX. 
— Saviour confidered as Mz. 
raculous, 


= 


HE Seaſon of the Year led my Thoughts 
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to the Laſt and concluding Scence 

as he. had lived the moſt cxtraordinary 
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1 is not an in- 


we, as it was in- 
| as it 
uns great in itſelf, and beneficial in it's Con- 
The Sentiments that muſt natu- 
rally occur, the Paſſions that Ln 
Mind, conſidering 
— 2 Vs ane and Affect- 


Ing. We are loſt in Admiration; we are 


akernately Dejedted and Elevated, If we con- 


fider Who it was that came amongſt us 
our Nature, and Volnarly fuſed food 
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Chrift, was without wag 

ablolutcly, the Nic of 
be Innocency of the Dove ? 


who was this Perſon with ſuch exalted Senti- 
ments ? the Son of a Carpenter, born in a Man- 
or Who, with ſuch enlarg d a Soul? One that 
a narrow and contraffed Education. 
to, with ſuch refind Diſpoſitions? One 
that had convers d with Vulgar and Mean 
Perſons, bo, with ſuch noble 
ſuch Godlike Perfections? One who could have 
no Attainments from Art, no Foreign Im 
ments; who was nothing but what he was by 
Nature, and yet infinitely ſurpaſs d the higheſt 
that any Man with all poſſible 
Advantages of Education ever poſſeſs d. Now, 
84 as 
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with any Appearance of Reaſon, reſolve this 
of his Nature into any Natural 
Cauſe, for then he would, he muſt have been 


Ly Re 2298 
before in the common Courſe of Na- 
ture. It may elſe with as much Reaſon be 
faid that tho no other Man was able to ſpeak 
2 Blind Perſon into his Sight, or a Dead one 
into Life, it may fo ha that one 
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very unphiloſophicall I 1 Y. It is deſtroying the 
very Notions of a ffated, fix'd Order of Things, 
which ſuppoſes that we are capable of E 
it ſo far as to be able to diſtinguiſt Natural from 
Supernatural Productions; otherwiſe, there 
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Lately ſent a Letter 
+ ug Shona y on ys 
in I attempted to ſhew that it was as truly 
Miraculaus as any of thoſe extraordinary 
Works of his which are uſually call'd AM. 
racles, and that it is, of fel, a ſtrong Proof 
2 come now to con- 
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allow d me to cite : 


Authors and ſuch as conceivd 
juſtly concerning God's Nature and 
Attributes, will find their Conceptions greatly 
imperſect, in Compariſon of what the Bible, 
ally what the New Te/tament has 
deliver d. And, as to the Generality 
mp had moſt Groſs and Carnal 
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tending to ſo much Impartiality and Freeds, 
of Thought, could be under ſuch ſtrong Pye. 
Juicer as not to ſee that Chriſtianity was the 
beſt fitted, according to his o way of 
Thinki promote Virtue. For, ſince the 


egard for it; than 


his Writings. If Theiſom be preferable to 


of the Deity has in favour of Vir- 
tue, for the fame reaſon Chriſtianity is prefer- 
able to bare Theiſm, as it gives a juſter De- 
ſcription of the Nature and Attribues and 
Diſpenſations of God, than Reaſon could dil- 
cover. 

But what I intended more particularly to 
mention, as an Advantage peculiar to the Chri- 


tian Religion, was, the perfect Pattern, the 
unerring Example of it's Author in our own 
Nature. The Example of God is a Recom- 

mendation 
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well as to lay down ſome Rules, by which we 


may with Juſtice, Equity, and Candour. 
Tho I do not intend to confine myſelf within 
the Rules of a regular Diſcourſe, ſome kind 


of Order or Method being neceſſary to Per. 
ſpicuity, I ca ev Ali. 
a e coy, or as im- 
moral and 1 criminal; and the Raſhneſ 


of our Judgments like wiſe under two Reſpects; 


either as We are too precipitate in determining 
upon their Imprudence and Immorality, or too 
rigid in condemning them. But the Deſire of 
r 
ro ſuch a Share of them, as his Qualities 


. Dillike, or withhold more of our Regard, on 
Ir Actions than they dere, 
even tho are as or im- 
N we ets... . 
Concerning the Prudence or of 
3 but three Sorts of People, 
that a . 
Parents and Guardians, having under gr 
Dn Con, 0nd Wark, 
they have a Power, and are under an Obliga- 
tion, in Point of Duty, to give them Inſtru- 
- tons and Advice for their _ Govern- 
| have a Right tothe Obedience of tir Sr 
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and Servants ; the one in all Inſtances that re- 
late to their Service, the other, as far as tho 
Intereſt of the Public is concerned; yer the 
nere Slave is as free as the moſt abſolute. 
Prince, with Reſpet to the Direction of his 
own private Concerns, and ought as much to 

Between intimas? Friends, indeed, there is 
ſo doſe an Union of Affection, that it gives 
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a Scene of the moſt idle Buſj-bodies, if every 
one were to emplay himſelf as impertinently. 
Yet without ſuch a particular Examination 


prudently, unleſs we could fee into his Temper 
Diſpoſition, upon which his Happinck 
To make our own Taſte a common 
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Arden, i equall { to ſuffer 
our Suſpicion to riſe ghar ik "the Cucum- 

ſtances which are to ſupport it. For ur 
better Direction, I do humbly offer to the 
Conſideration of your Readers the following 
Obſervations. In making a right . 


D 


8 


Ne 82. The WzeexLy MISCELLANY. 287 
things are principally to be conſidered, 

> The Nature of the Euidence; the Nature 
Lie Crime, and the CharaFer of the Pers; 
laſt of which may come under the 


certain py og ee yn rhe 


a rational Conviftion, whatever Occaſion i — 


give for 3 . in 
on the Te 1 — 1 - 
| more on prf unte hers, ncertainty 
the Evidence, and the Danger of Miſtakes, 
ae greatly increaſed. The moſt confident 
Reports are frequently groundleſs, and Truth 
generally receives a Mixture of Falſhood, in it's 
_ Paſſage through ſeveral Hands; fo that, be- 
fore we can equitably give Credit to this kind 
of Proof, we muſt into the Particulars 
of Converſation, and private Characters. 
follow the Story till we have it traced 
up to it's Author. But fince in com- 
mon Caſes this is impracticable, without giv- 
ing infinite Trouble to ourſelves, and occaſio- 
ning as much Diſturbance in Familics, 


among, 
Friends 
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Caſes. ſe julgia of particular Inſtance, 
like Inftances, and in the 

of his Life, wilt be Conſiderations for 

the Regulation of our Judgment. In a Caſe, 

ſuppoſe, of Uncleanneſs ; it there be no oi 

Proof, though the Report be ſtrong, and ſome 


Cann cee have a bad bad Appearance, = 
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good ; | 
5 be admitted as a reaſonable Vindication, in 
1 pt an Age as ours, the Reputation 
of che moſt Virtuous, and the Welfare of the 
moſt Deſerving, lie at the Mercy of every Proſ- 
utute. EM I : e 
| _ Thus far as to the Truth of Fact. But we 
may be farther blameable in being too haſty 
m paſſing udgment on the Nats Ire of 1 101 I 
For: i U Our 
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Our own 


Duties of his Function, better than thoſe 
whoſe Time and Thoughts have been em- 
ployed in another Way; and therefore Rea- 
ſons of Modeſfy require, that in Matters te- 
lating immediately to it, we ſhould be diffi- 
dent of cur own Judgment, and pay a defe- 
rence to hit. This is agrecable to common 
Senſe. To judge otherwiſe, implies, that we | 
aſſume to ourſelves a great Superiority of Judg- 
ment, that enables us, at firſt Sight, and at a Diſ- 
tance, to ſee into the Nature of cvery Man's Buſi- 
neſs and Office. A moit Infolent Dgeree of 
Self-conceit ! A Source of infinite Miſchief in 
civil and religious, in public and private At 
fairs. 

But where the Nature of the Action ſeems 


too evident to leave us in doubt, or admit us 
to be ſo civil as to pay a Compliment to bis 
Judgment, we may find Room to ſuppoſe 2 
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— pager When we have paid all du 

COR gratified out own V. 
nity, let take the Benefit of our goed 
Nature. If we will not allow him to judge f 
well, we may be contented to allow him the 
nn and then, 1. we 


Heart. 


Affection for the Sake of an 
I claim the Benefit of this Rule, and 
from the Candour of your Readers, that they 

will put a favourable Confirufiien on the De- 
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or by having his Gi craters 
and puniſh'd with a greater Share of Contempt 
or ill than his Faults deſerve ? The Effect 
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becauſe avoidable : And here too, we 


ſhall meet with great R 3 


the Judgments which Men 
one another. Prudence, n as it is a 


Perfection ornamental to human Nature, and 
uſeful in human Life, is a Moral and Chri- 


flian Virtue. Yet, as we cannot affirm of every 
Ad of Imprudence, that it is directiy fu, 


we ought in the Regulation of our Judgment, 
and in the Adjuſtment of the proper Degrees 
of Difſike, to make a Difference between im- 


nt, or improfer and Actions; and 
fo dhe x Perſon <2 chock for th le 


improper, ans yee | | 

Lincs of fi 1 Duty are plaiper than 
Rules of human R in many In- 
ſtances; and a virtuous Perſon may more 


into 


ns, ＋ it windy is 

in Fact That diva; as 2 ſuffer in their Repu- 
tation and Intereſt for unavoidable Defects in 
Nature, or Abſurdities in Conduct, as for real 
Immoralities, unleſs they be very ſhocking ones 
indeed ; for which Reaſon Men uſually had ra- 
ther be thought Knaves than Fools ; are more 
folicitous about the Credit of their Underftand- 
ing, than of their Morals. Amen LON 
verſation, or a weak Action, in an rded 
Hour, has render'd many a valuable con- 
temptib'e. Little Blemiſbes are more obvious 
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WM Nature, to Avarice and Selfſbnefs. 


Po- 

VERTY ſtrongly to Diſcontent and 

Difruft, to Envy and Fraud. ProﬀerITY 

ty and Pride, to 

Luxury, to Violence and Oppreſſi 
have a warm and cholerick Diſpoſition 

fubje& to adden Guis of Faſſion, and In TEN. 


PERATE Anger ; the Phlegmatick to 


Malice and deliberate Revenge. Ty 
Temper of Mind, every different Conſtitution of 
Body, every different Period, Station, Circum- 
Joe of Life is attended with it's 
and therefore every Man ought 

—— thoſe Allowances which the particule 
Condition of others demands, and his own par- 
ticular Condition ftands in need of. 
As every Man has in his Nature a Proneneſs 
— Vices, fo ſometimes even a 
Man's Virtue ſhall prove an occaſion of Sin. It 
is impoſſible that V irtue ſhould produce Vice, any 
mare than 2 Gaad Tree can bring forth Evil 
Fruit; but an Affection, virtuous in itſelf while 
kept within certain Limitations, may be gratified 
to ſuch an Exceſs — 2 Generofity, 
no-dout is a Virtue; but if a Man be liberal 
beyond His Fortune, or beſtows His Liberality 
with an Hand, upon ſuch Objects 
as are uny „ and will make an ill Uſe ef 
it, the Exceſs, and the careleſs Miſapphcation 
is a Vice, but, STILL, it is a Vice that merits 
the more Candour and Compaſſion for taking 
it's Riſe from Benevolence and Nobleneſs of No- 


_ Cure. Mercy is one of the moſt amiable At- 


tiibutes | 


* tho compatible, ne 
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the Divine Nature, and Act of 
moſt delightful and acceptable to 
Bam; VET it may become cri- 


r — of 
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originally, from 
ſo honourable a Motive, evem it's | 
to be treated with a tender R 
are fome Virtues which are very 
met with in the ſame Perſon. 
of the and the Innoc 
ſeldom. writ 
mer is fo re 


Guile ; che eter into ' Pulp, and 
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proper . in 3 Caſes Men fre- 
quently judge and condemn others as guilty of 
criminal Exceſſes, only becauſe they are guilty 
of the oppofite ones. They rag by their 
— — Diſtance from one ano- 
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our Cenſures is this, To make a proper Di- 
rr 
is always reckon'd a great Defect in any 
nt, if 1 Lawn wood leſſer and 
more heinous Crimes equally : So, in our pri- 
vate Cenſures of one another, we ſhould be 
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to proportion our Reſentment to 
Bae of Guile Thoughts, I a 
leſs criminal in their Nature, than Words or 
Actions; becauſe it is more difficult to com- 
mand them, as to their fir} Motions. But 
| fince we cannot judge of s Thoughts, 
till they appear externally, when we judge of 
what paſſes inwardly in the Mind; oy 
ſtance of ſuch L muſt be raſh, becauſe 


it and precariouss WorDs have 


not, , to a degree 
. e 


more difficult to keep the Door of our Lips, 
than to fake beed to our Steps. There is more 
room for Deliberation in the one Caſe than in 
the other; and, conſequently, the Will, 
wherein conſiſts our Guilt, is more concern'd, 
We may more eaſily be betray d into a bitter 
Expreſſion, than into a SPiTEFUL Toxx ; 
into ſudden Satire, than into deliberate Re- 
venge. Then, again, as to Acions, there is a 
great Difference in the Drekrts of Inmurs- 
Ay. A Lascivious GesTURs is not of ſo 
criminal Nature as the grofſer Acts of Unclean- 
Fornication is not ſo flagrant as 


Adultery. Murder riſes in Guilt above them 
both. Every 


one of them may receive .. 


gravation from Circumſtances ; _ _ 


to be had to all theſe 
Regulation of our Judgment, wr ppg 5: 
juſtments of the proper Degrees of our Anger 
and Re .—— But above all we muſt be 
careful to diſtinguiſh between Single ”"_n 
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and Habits of Vice. The very _—__ 
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Apoſtle, denied his Maſter. 
Holy David, the Man after God's own 
another Man's ys and made away 


and Murther 


Men, we ſhall find che moſt Mut. 

trious Characters ſtain'd with great Faults, 
| very unworthy the general Tenor of their 
Lives. Such is the weak Condition of human 
Nature, ſuch the Im of human Vir- 
tue! In ſhort, it is with the ward as with 
the outward Man. A Body 
uſually ſtrong, is liable to accidental Weak- 
neſs? A Mind, habitually confirm'd in Vir- 
tue, may occaſionally be ſurprized by a 6 
or overcome by an uncommon and violent 
Temptation; tho', in to notorious Of- 
fences, & Þ ac canfiieg with any Degree of 
Chriſtian Perfection to be 4 of Repe- 
titions. St Peter tell but once: David's whole 


Life, after the Crimes above-mention'd, was 


almoſt one continu'd Act of the loweſt Humi- 
lation, and the deepeſt Sorrow, and Repen- 
tance not to be repented of. But as to Crimes 
ä 8 of 
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of: dt, as oftcn led into an habimal, 
abandon d, Incontinemey. Thong 
I would not — juſt EA Eftimation ef 
Firtue, which is the greateſt Ornament and 


— cue the entrant Dain, as well as * 
Rn — thorough Neforma- 
— 7 regaim ber F. 1 * 

to ame; not to 
put her upon Level wich one whoſe Ho- 
nour has never been blemiſhed; But what 
I meant principally to take Notice of is This; 


the aipreafobable Purtiality ſhewn to-our Ser, 


iguReſpedt to virtuous | \Bekaviour, and the 
Effects of /itapen var Reputation. in a Lady 
one Single A d ſhall irrecoverably be- the Ruin 


both of her Credit and Fortune, in a Gentleman 
even Haber _ excuſeable:. — ub fey + to 
be. dend being /edue'# by ſubtle 
A:tifices;) while He that- ſeduc'd her paſſes 
unpuniſtd, -{carce d, ſeldom objected 
againſt in Marriage. The Women,” for one 
unpremiditated Cria.e, are deliver d over to 
* and inevitiable Ruin. The 
An, though — have been deliberately 
ter ming; and induftrioufty Purſuing, Schemes 
to debauch every Woman they ice, 
whether! Ss or © Merrie, to the Drigrace 
and; Ruin of. Families; or, at beſt, living in 
habits] Forniettion With Et Miſtreſſes, or 


3 The Aden Ife, though thus 
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ofligate and abandon'd, are admitted, with- 
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urtel try, being the Reſult of ſuch va- 
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ay of it's Anceſtors. As it deſcended 
| from {enorance, it was ſhort-fighted | 
at oe, — RP ; 


Eil 
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Ton1081 Tv, in the Shape of a ſine 
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came and received the entertaining little Ani- 
mal in a Cambrick Apron, as ſoon as it was 
born: The Goſſips met together: Vanity 
dreſſed ö 
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lengthen it out and 
themſelves to future by va 
Methods. Some have fought for 1 


or in fortunate Iſlands and happy Scats beyond 
the Ocean. Some have contrived to have 


and Metals, or Miſtocics — Ä 
ot thoſe of other and thought them- 
ſelves not quite extinct, while their Glory lived, 
SM van fro. read and remembered by 
Poſterity. To turn this Humour of Mankind 
on the Side of Virtue, Timoleon, the Deliverer 


of Syracuſe, demoliſhed all the Monuments of | 


* Stcilian Tyrants, and expoſed their Sta- 
— ” tutes 
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ranged a taſtical Region, and 
Caprice and Folly ſeemed to direct and govern 
it: All was Illufion, and nothing ſubſtantial 

or was to be found: No Diſtinc- 
tion of Sex, or Age, or Times was obſerved ; 
the four Quarters of the Globe were brought 
into one Spot, and a Perſon of Yeſterday con- 
veyed with thoſe, who exiſted thouſands of 
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of chat precious Liquor. The Elements and 
their Inhabitants changed Places with one an- 
other, Water was Fire, and Flame Water; 
Birds ſung in Canals, and Fiſhes ſported on 
Mountain to reach the Habitation of the God, 
and above in Clouds was diſcovered the Aſſem- 
bly of Male and Female Divinities, here at ſo- 
lemn Council, and there at a grand Entertain- 
ment of Ambroſia and Nectar. In a Corner 
I ipy'd old Homer with his Eyes (hut, whether 
by a natural Blindneſs, or becauſe he was then 
napping it, I cannot fay : Venus ſtood by him 
with an Air of Diſpleaſure for the Wound he 

3 eftattt 

I very 8 theſe 

AD when I deſcried a Veſſel whoſe 
Title declared it bound for the Fortunate 
Iſlands ; I put myſelf on board her to make 
he pleafiog Divorery. As we fell down the 
River, I diſcerned on the Shore a Cluſter of 
Figures in the Habit of Philoſophers. The 
Wind at Inn blew aſide the Robe of 
the Chicf of and diſcovered his Golden 
Thigh, E be Pythage- 
reg, I invited him to ſhare in our Voyage, but 
he declined it with faying, we were 
in a fruitleſs Search, that his Wiſdom had de- 
clared for another fort of Immortality ; he 
was juſt returned to his Talian Shape, and 
was to go through all the Animals and per- 
ſonate all the Characters I had beheld in this 


delightful World by a perpetual Succeſſion 


ſuch an Eye, as 1 


have been better 
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creants equal Stran to Hiſtory, Latin, and 
12 for his Forwardneſs, 
told, it would be time ei to ſpe: 

he had found an Excuſe for his Baſe- 
"& in deſerting his Poſt, and coming out 
ife before he was call'd. Empedicies, who 
miſtaken the fiery Mouth of Mount Etna 
the Paſſage of Avernus, at that Inſtant 
arrived finged and burnt in a terrible Man- 
ner, but was diſmiſſed with an angry Decla- 


the Face of his favourite Account, 
| difficult to excuſe his receiving 
Adoration at Babylon, and neglecting his Chil- 
dren's Edudation, which occafioned fuch Diſ- 
orders among the Succeſſors of his Throne. 
unexpected Reception of the Founder of their 
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Son of Hyſtaſpes and 


ferent in Stature or Beauty from other Mor- 
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as Son of Philip, or Jae, 

mon; and till he could ſettle that Point, he 
might leave theſe Seats of Quiet, u 
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Office ſo 
talked too much N 
er 


fail of that, as long as there were Men 


embelliſhed and immortalized the Conſul. 
but. was port whether he applicd 


in the Capacity of a fine Writer, a Conqueror, | 


whoſe Statue he had ſhed Tears of Em * f 
H in the laſt, there would be wanting other 
Vouchers beſides his own Commentaries. 
Buſineſs ſeemed at a ſtand, and the Court 
going to riſe, when I preferred my Petition 
which raiſed the Deſire of ſo many C Scenes, 
and urged for a Precedent ſeveral of the An- 
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the moſt vicious Scenes will be frequented 
and applauded, by the former the moſt mora- 
lized and inſtructive will be exploded and 
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the Mufic of Verſe, the Grace of Action, 
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have two preſſing for the like Execution: And 
on yrs kapoor ets oy 
delivered by the Tongue of Angels one 

ſen, if the Tongue of Devils be e 
to debanch the Audience the other fix, is as 
as to ſuppoſe Health and long Life 
may be procured by taking Phyfic Spring and 
Fall, when the ordinary Diet all the reſt of 
the Year is crude and unwholſome. The 
more our Pleaſures are founded in Nature, the 
more uncontroulable is theit Influence in This 
Particular ; and none have a deeper Founda- 
tion in our Nature, than thoſe which ariſe 
from the Repreſentations of the Theatre. We 
vo ſooner ſee than we are ſtruck with ſtrong 
and Exhibitions of Things: This vs 


and animating Deſcriptions in Poetry and 
Oratory : Nay, where the Original is in itſelf = 

the ingenious Imitation of it 
pleaſes. | But L Performances include 


of Mato. the Encigy of Periods, 


rine of 


The Poet is what 


WS" one 
engaging Incident to another, gives you Sen- 
ments, warms you with Affe ctions not you 


Ky e 
1121 


ance with the baſe Reliſh and 


But then this Caſe always 


argues a want of Genius or Virtue in the Wri- 


corrupted Age: 


in with 


ter, who finds his Account in ſtrikin 
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of his Times, which 


Degeneracy 


the Taſte and 
he has not A 


and 
by 


Poet 


ty or Inclination to amend 
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ſhort, 


& 


juſt to 


Entertainments 


y and Politeneſs, who is 
own Honour anda Friend 


muſt approve or condemn the 
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be interdictod, not only in every Chriſtian, 


The Original of Tragedy was a folemn 
Service yr + At firſt one Actor recited 
a Story, then D in Dia- 
ue, to fill up the — wag. 
* in Honour of that 

of Time * 


aw , may give 1 
a tolerable Idea of Infant Comedy. At length 
accommodated with a pompous Habitation and 
Declarations of Scenes at the of al- 
molt half the Revenue of a powerful Ciy, 
ſhe aſſumed new Airs but not new Manners: 
Not lefs licentious, but more pragmatical 
than betore, the meddled with Affairs of State, 
abuſed the greateſt Men in the Commonwealth 
by. Name, and -when That was forbidden, 
by Meaſts, which repreſented their Features 
and Perſons. This was the old Comedy, and 
the Soul of it was Iuvective and 


Abuſe. Such were many of the Pieces f 
Ariſtephanes, which gave Place, under the 
Duection of the Macedon Princes W 
— oF | ** 
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of fuch Rudeneſs, to what is call d the new - 
Comedy, which expoſed Vices not P in 
a regular Drama, and laugh'd out © Coun- 
| tenance, not a ſingle Fool or Madman, but 
2 whole Species; the ridiculous Charatter was 
Knight of the Shire and repreſented them 
all. Such were Menander's Pieces at Athens, 
ranſcribed by Terence for the Roman Stage, 
the Model of all that has been ingenious, 
| polite and entertaining onall the Theatres of 
de different Countries of the World ever fince. 
| From This ſhort Sketch may be ſeen, that 
2 Ambition of the Britiſb Stage for fome 
paſt ſeems to have been, to reduce 
to their primitive State of Ribraldry and 
There was a known Attempt to 
Comedy here, by introducing Mr 
Rehearſal to abuſe Mr Dryden 
in a Suit of his own Cloaths, as 
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— Abuſes. In ſhort, ſuch In- 
Religion and Modeſty ; n_ 
luſcious Scenes have been 
that if ſome further Care is _ 
we are in danger of feeing the Wor- 
Heathen Gods and Goodetee profane, 
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# ſuch, to the no ſmall Amayvement of 
the Family. 
= ſent by 
E= 


moſt ca 


well 1 
wonderful 


great Abilit 
Boys a little Latin and Greek, a 

dant may ſcourge a into 
tical Conſtruction of the 
may make him hate them 
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ſtand them, as long as he lives. But to turn 
the Paſſions and Pleaſures of Children on the 


| fide of their Improvement, to raiſe their Senti. 
ments, their Manners, enrich their Fancy, 


fix their Judgment, inſpire Taſte, direct Ge. 
nius, and form them to a Propriety of Think. 
ing, Looking, and Behaving ; This 
CO 1 This requires 
much higher Talents, than are uſually met 
with in Inſtructors, and is a Task, which 
ſhould always find returns of Reputation and 


Advantage, proportioned to the Difficulty, the 
Im © the rcorke of the Wark. [ 


left the Entertainment with that Satisfaction, 
which was viſible in the Countenance of every 
and having 


c 
The Þ K 0LOGUE. 


"HE Comic Muſe, at firſt licentious rude, 


With ter ſhook che filly Multitude : 
| Polift*'d at ſhe learn*d correct 3 
And mingled Profit with ſevere 
To gay Aſſemblies Civil Life difplay'd, 
In modeſt moral Truths convey'd ; 
The Labours of the Day 1 eas d, 


ingenious 
And Foe to Vice, inſtructed while ſhe plead. 


Such was the Greek ſuch once the Roman Stage: 
6 


.  SOSoR—Ss 


Spectator, obtained a Copy of the 
Prologue and Epilogue, did not doubt my obli- 


To 
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To Manners, Genius, Taſte, a lewd Pretence, 
At odds with Virtue, and at odds with Senſe 1 


For Humour Bawdry, Ribaldry for Wit, 


Affront the Boxes, and inſult the Pit. 


| Lowas the Earth in Senſe, dull Paſrin climbs | 


To Heav*n's high Arch in Blaſphemics and Crimes. 
Forgive the Wretch This Outrage on the Skies, 

It is the only Way he has to riſe; 
Fternal Scnb ler, Tm pt and uncivil, 

His brighteſt I a Pun, his Muſe a Devil. 


We meddle not, you fee, with Works like theſe, 
Dull and profane, your Fars may wound not pleaſe. 
But why not venture on old Shakeſpear*s Lays, | 
Or ſpeak a Patriot Cai:*s lofty Praiſe ? 

Too weak alaſs! to dare Attempts fo high, 

We would not creep, yet muſt not aim to fly. 

Our Play ſuits 10, and can't give you Offence, 
Simplex Munditis, right Common-Senſe : 
An honeſt Miller and his prating Wife, 

A fimple View of high and lower Life ; 
Wrote with an innocent, tho' boyiſh Pen, 

O that, to pleaſe you, we could act like Men! 


- *You, who at this Night's ſavour'd Scenes preſide, 
Warrant Ambition: *Ts a noble Pride | 

To pleaſe the Virtuous : What Men are, we ſhow ; 

But what they ought to be from you we know. 


* The faur laſt Lines | ry that Nig 
e 


was at the Per formance. 


" The 
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The EPILOGUE 
Wife after ber 
Wiege wrinen in the Book of Fa, 
A Gipſy told me once Thou ſhalt be great. 
My Lady Cockle—this I'm ſure will bear it 
(Surveying ber Perſon.) 
And for my U fear it. 


by the Millers 
bad been Knighted. 


(Locking thre” ber Fingers.) 
Lamiſh witk Corns—-for that too I've a Trick, 
I'll turn my Staff into a Tunbridęe Stick. 
But to converſe O] there I cannot fail, 
A Woman eaſily will learn to— rail. 


But cer the Mother-I ady quite o'ercome, 
PI caſt for once a careful Eye on Home. 

Dick is quite happy, he can want no more, 
He's got a Fortune and his Lordſhip's Whore. 
Kate is my Child too, I muſt think upon her, 
At ſhe ſhall be-—but Maid of Honour. 
But ſhe is modeſt—well, it may be true, 
Others at firſt were modeſt too : 
Example teaches better far than Rule, 

Shell learn the Faſhion-—-Kitty is no Fool. 
Now for dear London ! Brocade, and Lace! 
The Parſons Wife at Church thall give me Place. 
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The PrieftLood neither odious nor contem;/! | {+ 
_Y 


SIX, 
[7 OUR Free-Thinker, who entertained us 
this Morning, is a very pleaſant Fellow, 
if all the Fraternity were to Ridicule Rx - 
LIG1ON and the CLEO with as much Good 
Humour, they would give leſs Offence, but 
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it, is ſure to make a reſtleſs Enemy. It is che 


Buſineſs of the Clergy to rouze up this unquiet 
| Fiend; to make the Free-Thinker diſſatisty d 
with bimfeif ; and a Man, inwardly diſlatis- 
fy'd, endeavour ta be Teveng'd on thoſe 
who made him ſo. This Obſervation will ac- 
count for the preſent unchriſtian, ungentleman- 
Ale, unmanly Treatment of the Clergy ; a Treat- 
ment _ before to = 

Clergy, Profeſſed Members of the 
. u thi . or any other, = 
ther Chriſtian or Infidel; unheard of in for- 
mer Apes, cven amongſt thoſe very le who, 
by the —— themſel 1 
mended as the Standards of Senſe and Paliteneſ. 
The Honours paid by the Greeks and Romans 
to the Prioſtbood, in the Times of their greateſt 
and Perſection, would make any one, 
but a Free-Thinker, bluſh, when he reads their 
A be more de- 


it is becauſe the Age exceeds all the 
former in l and Trreligion. If the 
Engliſh Clergy are worſe us d than the Clergy 
of any other Nation, it is becauſe England, ever 
eſteem d a ſober and ſerious is not the 
moſt corrupt in Faith and Practice: But, Sir, 
it is not my Deſign in this Letter, to make a 
Declamation, but an Inquiry into the frue 
Cauſes of the Contempt and Hatred of the Clergy- 


One of our Weekly Writers undertook to do it, 
„ of unraa- 


ſonable 


Ne 88. The WazxLY ————— 349 


it may proceed ; and to be of more 


Conſequence, fince it is GT 
e Lacks 


Diftindtion along with us, 
2 
ſent Contempt and Hatred of the Clergy. The 
former ariſes from a ow and mean Opinion 
of any Perſon or Thing; the latter from z// 
Officer, or known ill Valter A Man is con- 
temptible in as he is inſgniſicant and 
WY but he is odiaus only N 
chievous, or dilpo ſed to do Miſchief. In- 
quiry, therefore, will be brought to theſe Que. 
frm, How far the Office of a 
2 


I hall enter into no Diſpute concerning + 
Original Manner of TInftituting the Chriſtian 
Priefibood. Thus much muſt be held in com- 

mon 
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ow do theſe Men judge 
If a Perſon were deputed to wait on his Ma- 
King Gosen, in the Name of a 80 
, with an Addreſs of Thanks for fingular 
Privileges conferr'd on them; with a reſpect- 
ful ACKNGWIEGEMEN of his high Qualitics and 
PerfeQtions ; with a Petition for Pardon for 
Capital Crimes and an humble Application for 
the Continuance of ſuch wonted Favours, as 
were neceſſary to their comfortable Enjoyment 
of themſelves; I do not conceive that the 
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Seals 


be true, are 


Monarchs 


than all the 
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. 
contem 


1 
of their Office, for Hatred or Ill Will. For, 
fince every Part of it is intended for the 
Benefit of the People, Good Offices are 4 
very unnatural Pretence for IL ill. While 


I am ſpeaking of the Office, as it is in ige, 


r confidered as executing it faith 
Fully * The Clergy, therefore, conſider d. 
barely, as fuch, as executing the Miniſterial 
Funckion, are the greateſt Friends to Man- 
kind; every Act of their Miniftry tending, as 
Lohſerred, to promote their private and public, 
their temporal and eternal Happineſs; and the 
Laity make them an unſuitable Return, if they 


 bate them for being employ'd in their Service. 


But they will reply, That they neither 14 
fſpiſe nor hate the Clergy for their Office, but 
their Perſonal! Characters; their Inſufficiency, or 
their wicked Lives. The Complaint is ſtake, 
and a thin Cover for Infidel or Irreligious Spleen 
towards the whole Order, or for private Re- 
fentment of perſonal Diſebligations, which are 
unavoidable in the common Intercourſe of 
Life, and the regular Diſcharge of their 
Office : And theſe perſonal Diſlikes are often 
extended, by the Paſſtonate and Injudicious, 
to the Diſadvantage of the Innocent, and made 
the Ground of a General Averfion. As to the 


Learning of the Engliſh Clergy, let their Wi 
tings, which have been the Admiration of Fo- 
reigners, be their Defence againſt a Gn 

Lorge 
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always Men, and had always 

imperfections of human Nature; they are ob- 
liged to be converſant in the World, and expo- 

ſed to Temptations like other Men : And 
what Wonder, if im Beings ſhould act 
imperf ; if ſinful Men ſhould be guil 
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for their Imperſections and Faults, that Huma- 
nity and Chriftian Candour can 
If I were worthy to addreſs myſelf to that 
venerable Body, I would offer a Hint or two 
concerning their Conduct, but I ſhall on 
preſume to expreſs my Wiſhes. They 
2 an — thive is in the Pro- 
le, to take Advar of every Slip that | 
3 and I 3 — 2 ä 
will teach them Caution and Circumſpection. 
May the united and vigorous Efforts of their 
Enemies, inſpire them with a Spirit of Unia 
and Zeal in the Support of one another. The 
Clergy, I am certain, can never fall, but 28 
Rome did, by their own Weight. They muſt. 
help their Enemies, or it is not in the Power of 
the ffronge? Confederacy to hurt them. Ina 
Nation ſo naturally diſpoſed as this is, to reve- 
rence Religion, a diligent, regular, pious, and 
di ſintereſted Clergy, will be able to ſupport 
Religion and themſelves, in ſpight of all the 


Fury of 1zfide/ity and Irreligion, the Raye 
of Party, or Perſonal Prejudices and Ne- 
ſentments. But it ſome will attend more 
to the Methods of Advancement, than to the 
Duties of their Function, and be more an- 
xious to get, than to dr/erve Preferment; wt 
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| t Fondneſs Men have 
; for Exiſtence and their Abhor- 


bjects can be enjoy'd ; it 
is evident the ſame Nature which determines 
Men to deſire Good, will direct them to ſet 
a great Value on Exiſtence, which is the 
Foundation of it. From this Fountain ſeem 
to have flow'd moſt of the Reaſonings and 
Opini about a Future State. It could not 


Eicape the Obſervation of Men how ſhort |] 


their Continuance was in this State, and then 
they could ſcarce help Wiſhing they might 
live in another ; From Wiſhing they came 

to 
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to Reaſoning about it; and from thence (as 
we eaſily admit a Concluſion, when agreeable 
to us) to entertain ſome Hopes of it. Where 
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Report be, which any one from Hea- 
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him who ſurvived the Flood, to have been 
rightly informed in this Matter; here is 2 
Point, from whence the Tradition might be- 
gin, and 10 travel down all Ages. 
But, however ble this may be, that it 
was not ſo in Fact {I don't mean with Re- 
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f their Heathen Neighbours. | 
haſten to Proof, and therefore ſhall riot ſtay 
er ootſteps of a Future State, 


— 


It is enough to ob- 
he Jews, by Virtue of their Co- 
not lay Claim to Eternal Life: 
that the Sanctions of their Law relate in 
the Letter to this Life only, is evident to 
y one who conſults it. To be founded 

better Promiſes, is a Privilege allowed to 
New Covenant by St Paul, and deny'd 


of the Old by the ſame Apoſtle. That ſome 


great and good Men, under that Diſpenſa- 
tion caſt their Eye of Faith forward into the 


times of the Goſpel, and by Virtue of the 
Meſſiah to come, gloriouſly laid hold of eten- 


nal Life, muſt not be denied, becauſe the 
facred Scriptures affirm it to be true. How 
expl:cit and perfect the Notions of theſe Men 


groſs Errors about the Future State, 


are to be found in 
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were in this Matter, and how came 
ſhall not examine: Bo? tall con. | 


they, as well as the Gentiles, were obliged 
for theſe Diſcoveries to the Goſpel Revelation. 
The beſt way to Se hom 
of a whole to conſider them 
r the Sects and ons they are 
| ihto on Account of 2 By 
1 ths Mean many things come to be known, 
þ gn Set of Men from an- 
which tnight Have eſcaped Notice ia 
Deſcriptioh of the Nation. I ſhall 
take this Method with Reſpc& to 
and ſearch out their Notions of a 
State, from thoſe of all the Sects among 
b about it The Jews were from ancient 
as Joſephus informs us, _— into 
different Se&s or Parties, ne Nu 
— — : The 
r in Scripture, 
firſt is mentioned by hb hit olds 
I am little concerned in the Diſ- 
of learned Men about the Exactneſs of 
s Divifton, and leſs about the Antiquity 
it: Since it confeſſedly begun before the 
times, and that is ancient 
preſent Purpoſe; and exact enough it if 
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the others deny. The Verie, which begins 
with telling us, the Sadducees denied all Re- 
ſurrection and Spirit, concludes with aſſer- 
ting, the Phariſees confeſſed both. But tho 
the did not deny a future State, as the 
others did, they might be miſtaken about it: 
And that they were ſo, Scripture being filent, 
 Foſephus will acquaint us, whoſe Account of 
_ this Matter amounts to this : —— One ef 
their Tenets was the Immortality of human 
Souls, thoſe of the wicked they aſſigned over 
to Torture, while thoſe, of the good had an 
eaſy Reſurrection from one Body to another. 
Thus they conceived of the Fuiure Life, and 
2 F rean Tranſmigration was all they 
belicved of it. The Queſtion, which the un- 
informed Diſciples put to their ** 
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the Ninth of St Fob about the blind Man, 


was agreeable to this Notion, and 
owing to it: Who did fin, this Man or bis 
Parents, that be wes born blind ? For he could 
| not fin before his Birth, unleſs he exiſted 
before it; and this Pre- exiſtenoe ſeems to 


That the Bodies indeed of M 


vided happy Seats beyond the Ocean 

one, and contrary Regions 

other. A Reſurrection then they did 

heve, but it was that of the Mind, and 

of the Budy : A Future State indeed, 
* B b 2 


Jews, in the latter End of it mentions a 
fourth, who with the Phariſees in 
Things, and only differed from them in their 
immoderate 
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the other two fall ſhort of the Goſpel Immor- 
tality ; it follows, that Jews as well as Gen- 
files wanted Satisfaction in this weighty Par- 
ticular, and JESUS «was to all the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. Wherever the Go. 
pel of Peace reached, the Heavens opened, 
and Doubting and Error funk down at the 
A | 

For ſee the happy Alteration. The meaneſt 
Chriſtian knows more of a Future State 
than the greateſt Heathen, and can argue 
more ſtrongly for Immortality than the moſt 


learned Scribe, or proudeſt Phariſecr. Thoſe 
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Faith cannot ceaſe, till it ends in Viſion : 
For God is not a Man that he ſhould lic; 
his Promiſes are like himſelf, without an 
Inconſtancy or Shadow of Changing. If 1 4 
the Elements ſeem to conſpire againſt a Re- 
—_— Nr 
it, When the Sea ſha s dead, and 
Death and Hell the * * in 2 Let 
al longer n 


dation, they want Clearneb, they wont Aumiip- 
rity, It is not a few Common-place Deſcants 
on the Lovelineſs of Virtue that can make the 
World fo enamoured, as to follow her in all 
the thorny Paths through which ſhe may chance 
hat them : It is not a curious Dilirratin 
on the Fitneſs, Propriety and Relations of 
Things, which nine Parts in ten of Mankind 
ae unable to diſcern, that can lead them to an 
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uniform Plan of Duty, and make them 
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from the Chriſtian Paradice and tranſplanted 
it into his Garden of Nature, where it can 
never grow: At leaſt, it could never riſe from 
cold and barren a Soil. Perhaps he only 
it for a time and to ſerve a Purpole, 
and then will be as forward to part with it, 
as any other Branch of the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion. But he muſt prove his Title to it, be- 
fore we ſhall truſt him with ſo valuable a Poſ- 
ſeſſion. I have ſhewn in the Courſe of Argu- 
ment in my firſt Letter, that the Genfzles, or 
Heathen World, had not a Certainty of living 
for ever from any Revelation, before That 
contain'd dw res abt poor ho 
putation w 1 y, he never thought 
they Nair have ſpared myſelf 
proving it ; There 


be enough, if this Diſtinction 
and when it does not, if every one receives as 
much as he deſerves. For though it may 

Gets CO 


of Things, we ſhall be liable to great Error ; 
fince the Seat of Happineſs is within the 
Man, and it may be within him, in Spite of 
all that is without him. But to ſhorten the 
Argument, we muſt grant it more » 
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perhaps it has, and allow it to prove 
a future State: But the Eternal Duration 
can never reach, till theſe 

Propoſitions can be made 

to be true a ſhort Life of Pain 
deſerve an Immortality of Pleaſure, and 
eternal Rewards can di- 
Vice: And theſe can- 
be true, till either 
elations of things are 
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changed, or the Mind, which is to judge of 
them, differs from itſelf. 
From the t formed upon the Na- 


ture of God, paſs we on to thoſe formed up- 
on the Nature of Man. If the human Soul 


as to one 

lity of the Soul has been 
, from the Subſtance 
of it by the Moderns, from it's Powers 
the Antients, and from it's natural Defires 

by one and the other. 

And firſt for. the Subſtance of human Souls; 
Which. if known, might be allow'd to prove 
But very weak muſt all Argu- 
ments be Which are built on what we do not 
know ; and we can know nothing of That, 
in whoſe Deſcription all is — and no- 
thing affirmed: And of this fort of things 1s 
the Subſtance of the Sou!, as diſtinguithed 
from that of the Body. We plainly know | 
nothing of the Subſtance of Body or Soul ; 
Or if we do, it is only ſo much, that one is 
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Practis d in every Art to vex, 
Brimful of Spirit and Nebate, 

The conſtant Breather of her Mate, 
Eager with Words to take the Field, 
Firſt to attack, and laſt to yield, 

Or wrong, or right, with Friends or Foe, 
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Man only the Lion cats. 131 
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with how little Reaſon will 


appear in the 


Abſurdities, 
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Heat of 

lively Im | 

Dictates of the H 
themſel ves inclined 

ſee no Reaſon for | 
eve, they blaſphemouſly aſcribe it 
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ory Gnosr who is n 
of the unreaſonable Practices, and groundleſs 
Opinions of the weakeſt of Men. 

Theſe AbJurdities on the one hand have 
wen many into an irreligious Extreme on 
deny all Afiiſtance from above, 
with moral Agency 


of Enthuſiaſm, vindicate Chriſtianity from 
the Imputation of it, and ſhew the Conſiſ- 
tency of the Influence of the Hol vy GuosT 
with Moral Agency. Bs 


The Queſtion is this : 7 zerler the Spirit of 
GOD operates upon us by appealing to * : 
| U 1 * 


apt are we, nay 
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But if a Tillotfon 
the moſt eaſy and 


n olly, the 
Deformity of Vice, and all it's ruinous Conſe- 
quences here and hereafter ; though he clears 
up the 9 0 the » „ 
ſhewys the Fulneſs of Wiſdom in the 
the whole de 


_— 
monſtrates the divine Original of 
the Chriſtian Revelation; How diſtinct focver 
his Notions, how clear his Expreſſion, how 

ſoever his Arguments, 
much more ſtrong and laſting, yet becauſe he 
hath a Command over his own Paſſions, and 
- doth not therefore put ovrs into a Tumult, we 
can diſcern nothing of the Sgirit here, it is 
with us all mere human Reaſoning. But fure 
no one can to ſay why he believes the 
Interpoſition of Gop to excite our Paſſions ra- 
ther than to correct our Regſoning, why the 
Spirit is not as expedient to keep our Notions 
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djtinff, our Judgments clear, and our Lan- 
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Reaſon, we cannot EXPERIM=NTALLY KNOW 
the Hor Y GOT. To which I anſwer, that 
we may know the Spirit by the Fruits of it ; 
if we are conſcious of having thoſe Vertues and 
Graces, which the Scriptures affures us flow 
from that bleſſed Fountain, if we find our- 


pay. 


the Spirit bear ſome Analogy to the Wind, the 
Means by which that acts are not diſcernable, 


the Sound of it, but are ignorant of it's Courſe, 
know not whence it cometh, nor whither it 
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ſhould not be 


aſſiſted by by the Spirit 
yet if we make Uſe of our Reaſon affifted by 
the Revealed Will. of God, that we uſe Lights 
=ohich Gon bath given to direct us : Whereas 


if we ſuffer ourſclves to be led by our Jndling- 


tions and not ſubmitting them to our 
Neem, if t I ay ſhould not be influenced 
by the HorLy. Gnosr, we ſhall be miſerably 
and follow falſe uncertain Meteor; 
inſtead of the Candle of the Loxp. 80 tha 
Miſtakes in the one Cale arc in no wiſe dange- 
_ rows, in the other fatal, 
The then I ſhall endeavour to main- 
tainis: the of the Hol yGuosr 
are conſiſtent with the freeff Exerciſe of the 
cleareſt Reaſon ; that the Spirit of Gop who 
knows all our Thoughts, and every Circum- 
ſtance of our Condition awakens ſuch Ideas 
in the Mind, as ſerve to put the Caſe before 
us in a frue Light, either to clear up a Matter of 
Enquiry, or to divert us from, or to 
us to continue in, an intended Courſe, bat that 
it ſtill leaves the Mind clear to examine, and 
Free to determine concerning it. 


Or, in one Word, That the Habitation of 
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we were born? Parthians, ied Bike 
Elamites, &c. we do bear them fpeak in our 


own Tongues the wonderful Works of GOD, and 


to another, what meaneth this? Others, that is, 
mocking ſaid, theſe Men are full of new Wine. 
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S 
18 
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our late Pret o k 
tening their Underſtandings, 
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Miſſion, from the Miracles he did among 
R * 
themſelves, and particu infiſts upon 

ſurrection as the vidence of his Divi- 
nity. n bear theſe Worls. 
FESUS of 2 4 W. approved of 


acles, and W 
ml Sp, hich C _— 


by him in the 
mi Fs vg 


N know. Him 
nate Counſel, and 
5 700 x bave taken, and by 
wicked Hands have 3 and flain, whom 
GOD hath raiſed up, having loofed the Pains 
12 7 , becauſe it wwas — e be ſhould 
bolden of it, Then he ſhews that this Re- 
9 foretold oyal Prophet 
David. Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, 
—— —_— thou fuffer thine Holy One to ſee cor- 
And afterwards proves this could not 
Nr 
to — 
their admired prophetical King, he introduces 
it in the moſt nable Manner. Men 
and Brethren, Let me freely unto you of 
the Patriarch David ; that be is both dead and 
buried, and his Sepulchre is with us untill this 
Day; "therefore being 4 Prophet, and knowing 
that GOD had fuworn with an Oath to him, 
that of the Fruit of his Loins, according to the 
Fleſh, be would raiſe up CHRIST to fit on bis 
Throne. He ſeeing Lis befere, ale of the 
Reſurreftion of CHRIST, that his Soul was 
I fe is Hell, neither did bis Fleſh fee Cor- 


ruption. 


the R 
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This ESUS hath GOD e ied 
. NA — 
R 
LE be "Yo the 


with this plain 


Inference: Therefore ler all the 
— ef Houſe of Maei 


urtd'y that GOD hath made that ſame 
TE & both Lord _— rg, 
buy vale this 
gather what the 
was the bleſſed A 
dent 
moſt atroe Pr 
Chriſtian Ren the greateſ of Miracle 
| and the Completion of the moſt plain and un- 
doubted Prophecies in the moſt clear and con- 


Audience, prepares 
Truth, by all the Means Viſdom can ſuggeſt, 
and is as far from giving any Signs of a Spirit 
like that of ans ine, as . pon 
and rational Diſcourſe is from inſolent Ran 
9 4 i 


Powers. St Pauls Reaſoning of Righteouſneſs, 
Tempe- 
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Temperance, and to come, which 
n 
| drefsto N 

But it is if theſe extraor- 
of the Hol r GnosT are conſi- 


If 


| Fullneſs of Wiſdom appears in their Writings, 
ſpeak the Words of Truth and 
we who want their extraordi- 


nay, ſhall the wan ofa be aner 
of Inſpiration ? | 
We may know from wh ord 


nn 
but a ſober and a found Mind is the good 
you 


> png =o Spirit, i. e. 
Appetites Which darken the Mind = wi 5 
extinguiſh the ſupernatural Light of the Lonn. 


For when we arc 


not to quench 
Spirit, we are GETS ot 97 oe 
ume to prove all things. 


an Enemy to Reaſon, that it is 


great End of it, SS 
Motives 
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Motives to ſubdue. our Appetites arid A 
and keep our Reaſon in the conſtant 
enn 


_ 


2 Preparatives AJ receiving the 
Fi, Faſting and Prayer; both of which 
neceſſary to aſſiſt us to keep our Paſſions 
in Bin aur Reaſon. 


Dh 
to a ; | 
is the de pk FasT. But if it be car- 


yd to ſuch Excels as to deſtroy Health 
or impair our Reaſon, to put our | 
to an Tan ar he ind into 
Delight in . the 


1. as it r 
reaſonable Scrvice: So that no one M 
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it will end in 9.7 Por ur yr 
1, or the Stupidity of Quietiſm. 
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pray i | ignorant I 
Meaning ; whether it be an unknown Tongue, 
or ante: 
Words of St Paul, 
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eekneſs) violently poſſeſs d themſelves of their 
Ne en Elias and then produced their 
Title to them from which declares, 
Bleſſed are the Meek, for they ſhall inherit the 
Earth. They from an inward Feeling found 
themſelves Favourites of Heaven, and then 
fancied themſelves intitled to all it's Pro- 
miles. | 
is by way of Supplement to the prece- 
ding Lets, Fog quam phe 
ject ſed in my laſt, and endeavour to 
rh pro- 
miſed in Sctipture, and aſſerted in my former 
| Papers, is to be expected from the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of Gon. | 
I am to argue againſt the Infidel, no 
ts from Revelation are therefore to 
be expected, I hall confine myſelf to ſuch 
Being, a Bei wou 
to 3 — World is con- 
fefled, but that he was afterwards entirely un- 
concerned about the Affairs of it, „ 
ded; I own I think the Providence of Gon 
is as certain rn 
Epicureus Notion of the wo 
Deity, will hold . as ſtrongly againſt ans 
— the World, as againſt his conſtant 
g it. — indeed mow 
more fit eie cy whe ck 
perſe& Being, who is every where 4 
can ſee all Things and do every Thing. A 


ould 
12 Tha: the fume. pred d * Ow 
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exert the Wiſdom in 
Scheme of Ha 


ſs f ode Boer 
ppineſs for in 
that he ſhould give them Means of knowing 


uty, in which conſiſted their Happt- 


5! of 
Choice, which implies a Power of III; 
and thatin the Ad of eee 
to a State 3 
them when moſt powerfully aſſaulted, 
n Thought, by 
Sr 
tive to, eſpecially as he is preſent to 
one of us: This Ir 
me to be as deſtructive of the Goodneis 
Gon, as the other Opinion i a 
and Power. Can we 
Being, who ſecs perhaps one who is in gen 
a good Man, from a partial View of Things 
going to execute Deſigns which may end in 
the Ruin not only of himſelf, but of many 
innocent Perſons ; can we ſuppoſe that: ſuch a 
Being, who is preſent, and can, by offering 
give him a more full View of the 


1 


— 
. 


2 his own and other R We know 
how much the Advice; the Perſuaſion, the En- 


t of our Friends forward us in cur 
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him, from whom we derive all the Bleflings | 
Te bs urged againſt u ferficaler Provi 1 
that there 127 1 
Nature is 


| . 5 24 » . 
of his Liberty, his Relation to Go p and his 
| changeth ; he may be a 


Fellow-creatures « 
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ſay a Word or two to fach Bekevers 
ho pros ee dat 2 


een ri Ace: — 
y and Immortality to light 

his Goſpel; this and other Diſcoveries light by 
— 2 — 
deſtroy the Dominion of Sin. Is it then unrea- 


—— 
Ina Word the wiſett and beſt of us arc lu- 


View in line wa the Way is mad "© eaſy, 
and the rough Fach ſmooth; 2 


Lam 
4 t Bf be kadi me * 
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« And methinks, /ays be, it ought by no 
« means to ſeem an incredible Thing, that he 
* who made our Minds and ſtamped his on 
Image upon them, ſhould be ſo intimate with 
« thoſe Minds of ours as to communicate 
« whatever Influences he fees fi; without be- 

ing neceſſitated to make uſe of our bodi 
e 
« under the Notice of our Senſct, We know, 
_ 4. our own Soul moves us, and yet we do not 
« feel it by any Imp e that makes 2 ſenſible 


KS 


** Can > how this Motian is conve 
3 Subſtance : How bare _ 

. —— — 7 
r ——— — 
CL ——— cannot want Me- 


« « an ag this Oureſpondonee 
228 rennen 
* telve when blown upor * 

1 de able to diſcern, abe this 
i Wind cometh, nr ara 


" an 81R, 
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N U M B. XCVI 


Upon Mr Chubb, concerning the Hiſtorical Parts 


of the Qld Teftament. 
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qu nas make ſuch Extrads, a as ſhat! 


e Tefal gfe — 


eject. But tete it is chat many Arians have 
deve: ar foſt with reducing the Second 
an e 

e ene a 
naw we ſee he has learned to treat them like 
Creatutes of his own Making. That I have 
not charged him without ſufficient Grounds, 
will appear from the Contraſt between the two 

NOT I: 


I Sam. 3s N 

us faith the Lord Here we ſee was a moſt 
of Hofts, 'T remember barbarons and bloody 
thet which Amalek did NA ccre intended.-——- 
to Ifrac!, bow be laid In this Branch of Hi- 
wait for him in the try thite is one Cir- 
Way when be came up carnftance which 1 
— EXCET 
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1 Egypt. Now, EXCEPT againſt, ws. 
ad that the aforeſaid Sen- 
tence was to be execu- 


| Famine in "abs Days 
David. und Da- ry, 1 C 
vid- 7nquired - of the as incredible-"TheState | 
Lord, aud the Lord of theCaſe beforemen- 
anſwered, I it for tioned feems rather to 
Saul amd for bis No- be this; Dewd had diſ- 
& Houſe, becauſe they placed che Houſe of 
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ber of the Argument, that to this Day he does 
— 22 of the Queſtion. 
However, p. 31, he ſeems to complain, that 
he had hitherto treated the Patriarch too My- 
deftly, and offers one Obſervation to the Judg- 
ment of his Readers, whether it affects the 
Credit of that Story, or not. I think there 
I ing more which is remarkablc, 


my 


his. Purpoſe. 
prove a 
ſtand 

to 1 

fro 

Why, 
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the to our Saviour's Pro- 
IK. with the ſame reli- 
Ref and by Conſequence, the Ar- 
— — prove the Truth of Chriſtianity 
do ſufficiently aſcertain the Authority of Moſes. 
Had Mr Chubb dealt in little Criticiſms 
upon Names, Places, or Numerals, he might 
have enjoyed for me the Satisfaction of his 
own Sufficiency, but when he goes to the 
Law and to the Teſtzmony, in order to over- 
throw their Authority, it is fit he ſhould not 
paſs unrebuked. I ſhall conclude with profeſ- 
fing myſelf amazed that Dr Rundle, under 
| his Circumſtances, ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be | 
thus defended by fuch an Apolegy/t, * 
enter his Proteſt againſt it. | 


Iam, SIR, 


Yours, 


Query, Whether Mr Chubb does not expect 
the offer of an Iriſh Preterment, as well as 
Mr Fofter ? 


NUMB. 
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becauſe the Prosfs 
Apprebenſions. 


ſhall conſider a common Objection 
which may be more (at leaſt more directiy) 
apt to work on Perſons of meaner Capacities, 
vi. That Religion 
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any in Infidelity, or a Diſbelief 


cannot much concern them, 
of it lie too far above their 


Ff The 
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among the Gen- 


no other way, it 


form'd 
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The force of Mr Collins Reaſoni 
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Saviour upon this Footing, is not only plain 


fill bis Death, in the Way of 


hr Proof. a | 


ig SEFFEITS 
timate Acquaintance before and beſt 
knew him, converſed with him in a moſt fa- 
miliar Manner for ſeveral Weeks after his Re- 
 furreQtion. | To this they conſtantly bore their 
Teſtimony, and at laſt ſealed it with their 
Blood. Now tho' many Men have been found 
that would die for an Error, tis too contrary 
to human Nature to ſuppoſe any Man, much 
leſs ſo many, would die for a Lie. Thus we 
ſee how conftantly, and with what Succels the 
Miracle of the Reſurrection was in Be- 
half of to the Jews, who were 
. acquainted with the Fact, or ſatisfied with the 
Characters of thoſe who atteſted it, and how | 
1 its Evidence became by the Death 1 
Atteſters. Hence it was that the 
ſtles themſelves were at firſt forced to 
other Miracles for the Proof of the Refur- 
rection, becauſe at that Time it wanted the | 
Seal of their Blood. But now it ſtands in 
Need of no additional but reſts upon 
it's own Bottom and Foundation. At. the Be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity, when that Religion 
was to be guickly ſpread throughout the World, 
_ *twas neceſſary that there ſhould be a Multi- 
Flicity of Miracles, becauſe the Way of Evi- 
dence from Teſtimony, though very ſure, was 
* and tedious. But now we have Time and 


1 | | Leiſure 
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Leiſure to examine into it, we find this Mi- 
racle has all the Evidence that any Miracle 
can have, and to imagine that in it's own Na- 
ture it wants another to confirm it, is faying 
what will with equal Juſtice be applied to all 
Miracles in mfinitum. But perhaps Mr Co/- 
lines Friend will ſay that it is probable the 
Jews were more convinced by reading and 
con the Old Teſtament, though mach 
greater Notice was taken of Miracles in the 
New. Let us travel then out of Juda, and 


wre with the 
; Language, Religi P of tho 
Jens, err 
Jereiſb Prophecies in order to Confirm the Mis 
racles they cher work'd or atteſted, but af- 


ty of the Old 


prove prove that to be true which is in 
falſe. The Obſcuri 


= 


bY 
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hold that the Allegations, may be indeed DV. 
lies, but cannot be contrary Prog, fince 


Prejudice and Affections. Grant me then 
Reſurrection of our Saviour, or any other 
great Miracle, and you grant me all. 
From hence twill follow that he came from 
God, and that wha? he delivered in his Name 
was true: A other Things, that the Old 
Teſtament was true, becauſe He admitted it as 
fuch; and that he was of in thoſe 
tings, though we ſhould not be able 

the particular Places, nor plainly un- 
ede the put Plc I fay not this, 
as if „% ln oo: 
pointed at the Meſſiah, but in order to purſue 
the Courſe of my Reaſoning, which led me 
firſt to ſhew the Force of our 


ts a- 
gainſt the Iaſideli, even their own Poſi- 
tions; and ſecondly, to ſhew that the beſt and 


ts in Behalf of our Religion, 
nh Nd in dark Levee 
and uncertain and difficult Reaſonings, but ſuch 
as honeſt Men of common Capacities, and the 
uſual Aſſiſtances which God has ſupplied them 
with, may make themſelves ſufficient Maſters 
of. If they will indeed refuſe ſuch Hel 
the Chriſtian Religion has provided for - Say 
and receive no Aſſiſtance in Preaching or Con- 


verſation 
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verſation from a Frieſt, becauſe ſome 
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SIR. 


VN my laſt I endeavoured to ſhew that Mi- 


| y were the alone Evidence for the 
| Chriſtian Faith, by Mr Collins own Confeſſion; 
and then obſerved that Miracles alone were fre- 
1 uſe of to prove the Chriſtian Re- 
Hygjon, which, when once fo proved, could 
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Debate, you may be convinced I have an high 
To ſpeak accurately of this Matter, though 
every Miracle be not a Prophecy, yet every 
is ſo far a Miracle, as they ſerve in 


Y 


to aſſert 


to command a 
Prophecies are more proper to keep 
up 


FO IO a Am 1 — 
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7 8 
pare us for the more caſy Reception of what is 
to come among us. The Scripture Prophecies 
F <> 
Thoſe great and eminent which do 


& all. ©n ome Infance c other ef 

bafflc the Deſign of any * 
r 3 
ed Marks being found upon any Perſon, would 
r (they being 
moſt of them, at leaſt, nat 6 RED 
2 than who was) yet 


_ conſider how hi gy neces ta 
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his Prediction, but only to ſet forth the Dig. 
nity and Quality of the Mefliah's Perſon, and 
declare the great End of his coming into the 
World; in ſhort, to ſignify unto us, not who 
was to be the Meſſiah, but what Sort of Per- 
ſon the Meſſiah was to be. The Confuſion oc- 
cafion'd by not attending to this Triple Partition 
has produced an infinite deal of inconcluſive 
Reaſonings. I will only add that all accomme- 
dated Prophecies, all 

double Senſe or Application throughout, as well 
well as all Types, 8 
legories cannot be, ſtrictly (| 
tive, but chiefly ſerve the 
the laſt Clak. 

Forgive me, Mr Hooker, ME 
tion, and I will direQy apply myſcif to con- 
fider the Objection before-mentioned, viz. 
That cannot much concern the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind, becauſe the Proofs of it 


ing, E 


lie too far above their A 
fect of this Objection upon unthinking People 
may only be to make them be more and more 
indolent and lazy, but with arbers it reaches 
much farther, for, if the Chriſtian Religion 


not bring Evidence ſuitable to work upon 


ill not be long able to be warded eff. 


| Iecan never be our Du the Infidels) to 
Ar Soak, var br 


a ——— —nnthre. xy 
ht and Application for us to be con- 


capable of a 
Rights and Al-. 


pprebenſions. Tbe Ef. 


of Men, the Concluſion, 1 


PPP PR toy Tu tne ety; fre oo OOO WIDER 


* . ů ta a= hard 


a rr — 8 N 8 1 
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tion on which it ſtands; ſo neither cap we 


ing it's Difficulty, can bring no Obi 
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requirin 


which 


_— — 


4 ſeveral of the Parts of Natural Re- 
ligion, or whatever clſe Men will own for the 
Rule of their Conduct and whether 
it be their of Honour, or what they 
call the preſent Intereſt of Society; for that 
Argument, which bien hard gp ERP 
in general, one of which muſt {till be 
can conclude againſt none in Tis 
our Duty to inform our ſelves in what Caſes 


tis lawful to take away a Man's Life, and in 


what not, and ſo throughout the ſeveral Laws 
of Nature. Tis our Duty to conſider what 


is the Intereſt of ourſelves, our Families, and 
the Societies in which we. live. And he, that 


will own all this to be our Duty, 22 


gainſt any Religion that I ſhould be deſirous of 


| defending. Nothing certainly can be neceſſary, 


WaHich tis not poſſible for us even with a rea- 
ſonable 
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Firft, That there be a ſufficient Body of pro- 
per Teachers to inſtruct Men in the Truth of 
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far as Chriſtianity can be thereby affected) 
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e in their fab 
% Light, but that it is ſufficient for ſuch to 


percrive that it is moſt probable that the Chri(- 
— 


or defend their Faith againſt learned Oppoſers; 
but barely that they ſhould be able to appre- 

the Force of ſome poſitrve Arguments in 
?avour of their Religion. Under theſe Cir- 
let us ſee whether Chriſtianity be 
he Level of the Generality | 


ES 


5A 
1; 


by 
it is to influence Mankind in 
Miracles, I will venture to affirm (at leaſt 


there is very i Di 
pute. Every 2 Judge 
of the Fa& as Tho per- 


r ———— 
Whether a Miracle can be work d by 
od or 8 wit inferior to 
the Deity, is a vain Inquiry ; whatever 
ower may bis denea'd neguliiee to produce & 
rr 


communicate himſelf to Mankind by taking 
away all Diſcriminations between falſe and 
real Revelations ; for which reaſon *tis certain 
d will never ſuffer ſuch a Confuſion. Net 


to examine whether 


GTG Gs 2 
thoſe Caſes can be alledged here. The Doc- 
trine is allow d to be the compleateſt Syſtem 
6— that was ever publiſh'd ; — 


| had learnt (were that 
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we ever receive any Præmonition to reject it. 
So far then we ſtand clear of all Learned 
Diſputes. Let us go on and we ſhall find 
that any Man of common Senſe and A- 
tention muſt be alſo a good Judge of the Reality 
of tho'e Miracles we quote, and that the Wor- 
kers of them could neither be Enthufiaſts or 
Knaves. For inſtance, the Power of Speak- 
ing all Languages and communicating that Gif 
to others, was a Miracle which neither 

Parties concern'd nor the by-ſtanders could 
poſſibly 
Enthufiaſm would miſlead them into any Miſ- 
take. The Speaker muſt 8 
ble) all Languages, 
and the Auditors wi — he can 
ſpeak them. Spinoza looks upon the Apoſtles 
as well-mcaning honeſt Men, but carried away 
with the Superſtition of that Time. But 
that I have nat learnt what 1 have learnt, and 
that 1 came by this Faculty to Day when I 
| have been _— ſtrong Application 
| during the great eſt part of my Life. Sprnoze 
| r and the Apoſtles 
muſt have been diſhoneſt Men, if there was 
any Miſtake in this Caſe. Thr rice cel 
no Miſtake, becauſe the itſelf was not 
practicable, if intended, and not intended, 
becauſe they died to prove their Sincerity: The 
higheſt Evidence that human Nature can give 
Hitherto then an honeſt Man of common 
denſe with ſuch Helps as eaſily might be had 
98 could 


be deceived in. Neither Zeal nor 
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could 22 


ty 
Certainty and Plainneſs 4 
to mention the undoubted Records that from 


— up i 
in Language, 

cal Power „ by certain Fade (I mean Baptiſm, 
the Euchariſt, and the Prieſthood) founded 


upon the Suppoſal of the Truth of this Hi- 
ſtory, and no otherwiſe to be accounted for, 


nern 
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which we contend for in Theſe 
Memorials, with the Inſtructiom which have 
been perpetually and unformly given to all 
Chriſtians, contain a clear Evidence of our Tra- 
dition level to the Capacities of all fober Inqui- 
rers. = 3 ns that in order to 
Chriſtian Religion, need on 

prove the Truth of three Propolitions, the one 
a Point of Doctrine, the c r of Fa, and 
the Third of Tradition, viz. Firſt, That Mi- 
racles when admitted to be real dp confirm the 
Doctrine in whoſe behalf ay VCD 
L „That the Reality of the Scripture 
Miracles may be demonſtrated 2 

Nature of them. Thirdly, That the Account 
of them is handed down to us in the moſt 


Mind, I will fum it up with giving a De 
finition of a Religious Miracle. A ——_— 
Miracle, then, is an Hinfwer from God by 
ng the Courſe of Nature, when He ts 
appeal d to in order to certify 


the 


any Propoſition, in itſelf Credible, 
but of 4 606 1 Dubious. 


I have now, Mr Hooker, done with the = 


Objection I took upon me to refute ; and I 
hope you have ſeen how little their Famous 
Maxim, viz. fo eg nihil ad nos, will 
be able to juſti fy a Diſregard to Chriſtianity. 


(zo 2 
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I will ſubjoin a few Remarks on a Poſition 
laid down in Dr Butler's Analogy, Ec. and fo 
conclude. No body ſcems to have thought 
or more deeply on the Dealings of God 
with Mankind than that Judicious Author, 
and his Elaborate Piece deſerves the Thanks of 
all Chriſtians; but he wili not take it amiſs, if 
in a Quarto Book containing 320 Pages, he 
may be thought to be guilty of ſome few Mi- 
ſtakes. I have in the foregoing Diſcourſe aſ- 
ſerted that it is ſufficient for us to embrace 
Chriſtianity even upon probable Evidence, ſuch 
as will, upon the whole, be at leaſt ſomewhat 
more than what is faid againſt it. The Docter 
runs this Matter much further, and ſeems to 
maintain that if the Queſtion remain'd 
doubtful, the Religious Side ought ſtill to be 
embraced. I own this Opinion at firſt Sight 
carries with it a pious Appearance, and was, 
if I remember right, formerly ſupported by 
Archbiſhop Tilluſn; but I am afraid, if tho- 
roughly perſued in it's Conſequences, it will 
leave us no Religion at All, properly fo call d, 
or, at leaſt, create in the Minds of moſt Men 
a great Indolence and Uuconcernedneſi about it, 
inſtead of ſtirring them up to be able to give a 
Reaſen for the hope that is in them. . 
"Tis hard to prove that twill be ſufficiert 
to engage any one to be of the Side of Reli- 
gion, if it be but barely feſſible that it may be | 
true, tho' there ſhould be no fre onderating 
Prebability of either fide ; becauſe when the 
Queſtion is brought to be examined, it will 
ä appear 
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appear that cannot be Religion which has not 
a greater Probability in it's F avour. Religion 
is a relative Term, and ſigniſies ſome Power 
to cl ge us; but where the Scales are equal nei- 
ther can poſſibly clain a Preference. If it be 
ſtill ſaid that the Preference lies in this, that 
tis ſafer to be of the fide of Religion, it will 
eaſily be replied, that it is taking * 
for — which wants to be for 
nothing will be admitted to be Religion, but 
what has ſome ſuperior Reaſon on it's fade ; 
fince Religion conſiſts in believing what we 
think God expects us to believe, and doing 
what we think he expects us to do; but when 
the Appearanccs are on both ſides equa/, there 
the Mind is no more able to think God ex- 
pects any thing, than a Body at reſt can be 
moved by two equal contrary impulſive 
Forces. Beſides, while we conſider God as a 
Governor, we know that we are only lia- 
ble to Puniſhment for a Breach of his Lats; 
but nothing can be deem'd a Law which has 
not been promulgated, and the Promulgation 
of God's Laws conſiſts in the ſuperior Evi- 
dence and Reaſon which we have to prove 
they come from him ; that is, in other Words, 
to ſay, in the Evidence and Reaſon we have 
for them; for a Reaſon that is not zor to 
every thing againſt it, is u die whole as 
| Reaſon at all. Beſides that, S inconſiſtant 
_— God, to make our weil-be- 
on meer Uncertainties, equal Poſſi- 
2 ind grad Canjcture Whatever 
therefore 
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therefore is of this kind, may poſſibly be any 
thing elſe, but I think it cannot be Religion. 
The Doctor obſerves that even a Doubtful Scale 
has ſome pojitzve Weight in it. It is true, ab- 
folutely ſpeaking, it has; but relatively or com- 
pared to the other equa! Scale it has juft none 
at all. Laſth, Should we admit that equal 
Doubtfulneſs can infer any Obligation, it muſt 
be a very inadequate one, unfit for God to give, 

ele for Mankind to receive; ſuch a Caſe 


1 am, 
8 1R, Yours, 
H. 8. 


e „ eee — * — | 


N UM B. XCVIIL 
Upon Self Murder. 
STR, 


HE unuſual frequency of Se//-cxect- 


4 tions a us ſeems to demand our 
Attention: Scarce a Week but the 
public are with ſome 


melancholy Inſtance of | this Nature. It is 
alſo matter of Obſervation, That moſt of thoſe, 
who of late have laid violent Hands on 


them 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, have been remarkable for having inno- 
vated in their religious Notions, and in- 
to the faſhionable Scheme of Infidelity. Whe- 
ther this is to be reckoned the Honour or Re- 
proach of that Scheme, in the Opinion of it's 
Admirers, I am at a Loſs to know. Perhaps 
theſe Gentlemen, after an unexampled Induſ- 
try in weakening all the Evidences our Re- 
ligion, are making this laſt Effort to remove 
that ſtrong Argument for it, which is drawn 
from the Number and 3 


ESO 

t for a Lie in 

or what is worſe than nothing 1 7 noting 
the others did for Truth, ant in full L Hane 
1 It is poſſible, they 
might judge it rr 
Sect, that it ſhould ſuffer Perſecution ; and 
having hitherto in vain implored it of the Public 
by all poſſible Provocations againſt Go p and 
Man, at laſt came to a Reſolution of doing 


Juſtice to themſelves. Perhaps they may die 
| out of Vexation for the ill turn of their Aﬀairs ; 
perhaps out of Joy for the Juc- 
ceſs of them: There is no end of Con 


on this Head; for it may be after all, 1 
may intend to have, like the Chrifians, _- 
Service, Liturgy and Kalendar; and that this - 
laſt may not look aukard without it's red E- 
ters, have reſolved to facrifice themſelves, in 
order to procure it that Ornament. Iam 
rather led to cloſe with this Thought, becauſc 
— Murders of this kind uſed to be 


Gg4 confined 


by ſhewing 
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confined to the gloomy Part of the Year in 
our Iſland, and November alone was diſtin- 
guiſhed for the Month, in which the People 
of England hang and drown themſelves ; but 
now all the twelve Portions begin to be Rained 
with them, as if with Deſign to diſtribute 


theſc Beauties at equal Diſtances, and illumine 
the Whole. However this be, if the Hu- 


mour goes on to prevail, it will be proper to 


add a new Head to thoſe alicady placed in our 
of Mortality, and among thoſe, who 
died of Fevers, Smallpox, and Meaſles, to 
inſert an Article of fo many, who periſhed by 
Infidelity : And it we comprehend under this 
Tule, not only thoſe who actually killed them- 
ſelves, but thoſe alſo wiio by the Pro- 
feffion of Principles inconſiſtent with So- 
ciety are as much loſt to the Public as 
it — were dead, there Number may 

ps be no inconſiderable Part of the 
e Bills, but equal all the other Caſu- 
alties put together. It Things are as 1 
have repreſented them, it witl be in vain 
to offer to the Government an Expedient 
Which formerly proved ſucceſsful in the 
Caſe of the Women of a certain Country 
poſſeſſed with this madneſs of deſtroying 
themſelves; I mean, to fix a Mark 4 In- 
famy upon them by ordering their . Bodies 
to be expoſed and dragged naked through 
the public Suceis: Since, tho this might 
be effectual to deter the Female Converts, 
it coyld be ſuppoſed to. have but little In- 


fluence 
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who 


flaence on the Perſons in | 
never appeared in all their Lives to be under 
the Dominion of Shame: And as thee 
Gentlemen ace of as little Benefit to the State 
before as after Death, the Matter may not 
appear worthy of any new Determination ; 
we way kane them for the Coroner 


to drive a Stake through them by Virtue 
of the Laws already in Being, unleſs he 


chuſes wich bis uſual Humanity to exempt 
them from this Paniſhment, by pronouncing 
them out of their Senſes. 

The laſt Inſtance of Suicide, which I have 
read, and which preſents ifelf freſh to my 
Memory with all it's ghaſtly Images, puts 
me quite out of Humour for fi : 
It is that of a Man of Senſe and Taite, an 
eaſy Fortune and amiable Character, led to 
Deſperation in the Courſe of his Principles 
and by the Deſertion of Heaven. He ſcems 
to have intended to ſhew at once the of 
his Mind, the Strength of his Refolution, and 
the Elaſticity of his Arm, for the 
Steel almoſt a 


to the Wound. Another may perhaps im- 
prove in cutting, and — af ho- 
heading, without the Help of Engine or Exe- 


cutioner. It appears, from a Paper found in 


the Pocket of this unhappy Perſon, what was 


the State of his Mind, and what the vain 
Methods be had — to for Relief. He 


talks of a Melancholy, which adds even Dart - 


neſs to the Gloom : He calls on Sopbocles as 
his 


murdering 
peared throuz gh the oppoſite Side 
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his and Nature's Guide, and 


try: He perceives the Voice ſtrong 
as the Trumpet's Sound in is Win frog 
bis Woes to good ; but, in vain! He 


very worſt Exam 
* chree for Imitation, that of 4 Md 


of he Bil os evade dls ovrtook hin. 

that a Perſon of his Capacity 
to ſuch Precedents, and diſregard 
Caſe, which contains all the various Wretched- 


of Conduct which ſhould be 
written in Letters of Gold in the Houſes of 
— ar the hand of God and ſhall we not 
receive Evil ? The Lord gave and the Lord hath 
taken away, bleſſed be & Name of the Lord. 
It is ſomewhere not uneclegantly ſaid, if I 
do not miſtake, That the Almighty hath level- 
led his Thunder, and planted all his Batteries 
againſt Self-nurder-. He has made Nature and 


Lage, declare again , and has omitted no 
| Methods 


al 


e 


OR 


for 


' 1 
T 18 
given an invariable 
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Jl 
11 
1285 
DAE Fj 
l 243 Ty 


is ano: 


Ed . 
** = 
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fible. That no Diſtreſs or Calamity may 
drive us to the Perpetration of ſo complicated 
and irreparable a Miſchief, we are previouſly 
acquainied with the Nature of this Part of our 
Being, and that which is future, of Gop 
and ourſelves; that He is terrible as well 
as merciful; juſt and true, as well as kind 
and good; that we are his Creatures and 
Subjects and Sinners to be formed to Virtue 
by a Courſe of Diſcipline; that this Life is de- 
ſigned for a Paſſage to another; a State of Trial, 
Diſtreſs and Combat ; a Poit of Danger not to 
deſerted, of Affliction to be born with Patience, 
and a Race to be run even to the utmoſt Length. 
The Power who demands this Duty, is unque- 
ſtionable, irreſiſtible ; the Reward aſſigned 
ineſtimable, eternal, and the Degrees of ii pro- 
portioned to the Difficulty of the Performance. 
Some of the Heathens themſelves borrow d 
theſe Notions from Revelation, or hit upon 
them without it, when they faid (though with 
a Miſapplication as to the Perſons) that Gop 
could not behold a mare pleaſing Sight upon 
Earth, than a brave Man ſtruggling and un- 
ſubdued by Misfortunes and Miſery. Theſe 
are the firm Grounds upon which the ( Hriſtian 
reſts his Foot. Theſe are the Lights, which 
guide him an uniform and ſteady Pace through 
the uneven Journey of Liſe: He ſees above 
him an Omnipotent Gracious Being, engaged 
by Promiſe to relieve or reward him; he is 
therefore thankful for Good, patient under Evil, 


happy in all. Oa the other hand, how —_— 
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22828 how deſtructive of 
here and hereafter is the modern Scheme, 
aſſuming the Name of the Religion of Na- 
fure and Reajon, _ in . it's 
Principles the Mind with Gloom 
and Deſpair, and — ſuch Horrors in the 
Imagination as make Men ruſh out of Life 
under all theſe Diſadvantages, and break thro' 
all theſe Barriers ſet by the Almighty, ſtronger 
to a rightly informed Mind than thoſe which 
confine the Ocean? Inconceiveable muſt be the 
Diſorder, fince it diſables from making this ob- 
vious Reflection, that theſe Horrors, even now 
inſupportable, may be increaſed to an infinite 
Degree in a new Being, incapable of admitting 
the Remedy of Death. 3 — 
deplorable as this State is, the ſacred Writings - 
Sur of it's Cauſe, and en- 

ables us in tome M toex it's Progreſs. 
There cannot, I think, be 1 — a greater 
Outrage againſt the Maj y of Heaven, and con- 
_— than to refuſe to 
lien to i Revelation of His Will, which he (hall 


nifeſt and avowed, and comprehends under it 
all other Sins, as Parts of a Whole. If Ori- 
Aianity is ſuch a Revelation, all, who are ſuffi- 


ciently acquainted with it, and refuſe to em- 
— & or after fuch / leave it for 


unjuſtifiable Reaſon (and no other can be aflign- 
ed) are guilty of ſuch Rebellion; they are there- 
tore out of the Favour and ProteCtion of Gop, 
— for ever: There is a Sin unto Death, 

__— 


pleaſe at any time to make. This is Rebellion ma. 


he deſpairs, he ſees not 
a mae of Tarn tes 


any Rate, and ruites 


throws upon 


right Reaſon, being a Departure from That, 
which is the moſt Ferſective of Reaſon. Chri- 


the Faculty 


relate to the Nature of Gop and the Condition 
of Man, as to his preſent 
, Exiſtence. . Reaſon, without theſe Helps may 
draw Conclufions rightly flowing from the Pre- 
miles ; but if theſe are fale, ſuch Concluſion 

cannot 


many Paſſions and E of Torture, that he 
A gt rid of h Condition at 
. into another. 


it: nn 


is the moſt Perfective of Reaſon, as it 


Conduct of human Life. The Notices I mean, 
and future State of 


99 
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41] 


Life? I anſwer in Fact that it has not done it, 
asappears from the Miſtakes it has made in every 
Age, in Relation to Life and Death. For 
alas! after all, What is Reaſon, conſidered in- 
dependent of Revelation? The Reaſon of every 
Man is to him Reaſon: And this admits of al- 
moſt as great Variety as the Faces of Men. 
The Reaſon of Socrates told him, God could 
not be the Author of nataral Evils: A juſt 
Concluſion from hence might be, That he was 
not 
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not pleaſed with them, and conſequently did 
not deſire Men to ſuffer them, conſequentiy 
they might refuſe to ſuffer them; and if no 
other Way offered, they might go out of Life 
to 2 The Reaſon of Caro told him, 
That a great Man ſhould die a thouſand Deaths, 
rather than ſubmit to Slavery; the Concluſion 
was, he muſt kill himſelf rather than yield to 
The Indian Philoſophers thought Life 
no longer a Truſt, than while it was ſervicea- 
oo — others, and then infer- 
red, that in Sickneſs and old Age it was Wil- 
dom and Virtue to quit it; in this Caſe they 
aſcended a wooden Pile and were burned to 
Aſhes; as one was before Alexander, and an- 
other in the Preſence of Auguſtus Ceſar. Others 
have gone a Step further, directed by the ſame 
Premiſes, and concluded, what was a Benefit 
to themſelves, muſt be ſo to ochers; and in 
2 of this, believed it their Duty 
to r their Parents and neareſt Relations, 
when in the Circumſtances of Infirmity and 
Pain. A late Gentleman, who choſe to drown 
himſelf, ſeemed to jump with theſe Men in 
the Concluſion, whatever were his Principles; 
for he uſed much Perſuaſion with his Miſtreſs 
and natural Daughter to make the laſt Voyage 
with him, not to be Spectators, but Sharers of 
his Fate, as was juſtly a A con- 
fiderable SeQ | the wiſe Ones awowed a 
Indifterence in Nature, and gave no 
7 to Truth above Falſhood i in Words, 
20 gu xd Right from Wron in Actions: 
| 8 They 
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They might therefore refuſe their Life to their 
Country's Safety, and the next Hour ſacrifice 
it to their own Humour. O Reaſon; falſe, de- 
lufive, ſpecious Name! What art thou, but 
Ignorance, Pride, Fancy, Whim and Chance 


tradictory Rules of Action, and art, what 
every Man happens or pleaſes to make thee! | 
I know not what Conſtruction will be put 
on this Paper: It's Intention was, not to infult 
the Dead, but benefit the Living. One cannot 
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| part, I don't foe what the Maſter of 

this Structure has left, but ta reſign it 
Tenant that will pay him Rent, ſince he ſeems 
ment his with: Ela wits ©. 
As to myſelf, I have one Room to dreſs my 
Meal, and another to cat it in, another to 
read or trifle, and a fourth to flcep in: 
What more is wanted; what more enjoyed? 
by a Vi 1 ſometime 
bs a Seat elegant; within and with- 


I was convinced of this 
made 
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Trees, the unfiniſhed Stone Building, 
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other Peoples Houſes. When a Man flutters 
from Country to Town, and from Town to 
Country, I look upon it as a vain Attempt to 
fly. from himſelf: And when I pals by fine 
ardens, which the Owner viſits only one 
Fortnight in a Year, I bleſs the Equality of 
Providence, which gives the Poſſeſſion to one, 
and the Enjoyment to others. When I feea 
Creature incumber'd with Dreſs, and courting 
Obſervation in every Look and Action, I loſe 
the Finery, while I contemplate the Load, 
and confider the ſhowy Animal as dependent 
for Enjoyment on all that pais by, and in my 
Power to diſappoint by looking another way. 
Thus fallentis ſemita vitæ is the Path I chiefly 
delig..t to tread in, an unobſerved Spectator of 
Mankind, but who endeavours to fee them as 
they arc, and not as they would appear to be. 
TT enjoy a Sort of ſecond Sight, which beholds 


«+ 


things inviſible to others, and diſcerns the Soul 
and Eſſence, while the common Eye dwells 
It is uſual with thoſe, who are in queſt of 
the Philoſopher's Stone, to make very uſeful 


| Diſcoveries by the way, tho they never arrive 
at the End. I have been a great Projector in 


my Time, N . 2 in full Purſuit of the 
grand Secret: but I d happily ſhort, 

Fade it, or what is infibitely . rm $4 
and that is, Contentment, My projecting Hu- 
mour, tho' differently directed, has not entire- 
ly left me: By the Impulſe of it and ſome Skill 
in the occult Sciences, which I acquired in my 
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farmer Studies, I have contrived the moſt uſe.. 
ful Engine in the World, which I call the 
bern owing to ſome trivial Accident, and you 
will believe me, when I inform you that this 
was the Iſſue of a caſual Obſervation on ſome 
Countrymen, who were dreſſing Corn: B 

beating, throwing and ſifting they ſeparated the 
Cbaff from the Grain. A Virtuoſo, faid I, ſure 
might do the ſame by human Affairs, and 1 
immediately ſet about, and happily compleated 
my Ir ſtrument. There is ſome Magic in the 
Mectatiiim cf it, and therefore it will not bear 
Examination by the coramon Rules of Proba- 
ty. It is oi bicular, like that which gave it 
irth, but the Hocp is ſo contrived as to widen 


ſtops at the firſt Stage; all that is falſe, 

ſhowy, and trifling, reſts on one or other of 
— thoſe underneath it, to it's reſpective 

Pash a cf de ſmall, as to 
de Air puffs away, 
r 

ment 

do not 
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ſonable Demand upon 


liter my Subject was Nething, per- 
7 I promiſe to give you is Nothing allo. 
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tiers Promiſes, and ſick- bed Reſolutions, and 


— 4 


therefore you may not make an unſea- 


e 
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NUM B. C. 
Upon Gaming on the Sunday. 


'8TR, 


1 SOME time paſt did myſelf he Honour 
— od yonwt contend: 
g enough to publiſh my Letter, though it 
came e — . 
Subje&t was Nothing. you may 
entertain a wrong Opinion of your obſcure Cor- 
ent, who chuſes to deal in the Dark, 


to | wherever the beſt Company go, d fir 
neh to all Places of public and polite 

there to enjoy the Pleaſure of W For af 
| the Pain of being obJerved myſelf. The laſt 
| Place of this Sort I have been at for ſome time, 
is that from whence I date this Epiſtle, which 


| to my Collection of of Non- Entities, if I p. 


would have furniſh'd me with a large addition 


to the 


ker, 


; where the w 
ple do: It is a ſort of 


ito The WerxLy MicetLAny, Ne 68. 


gious Nur higg does it appear? But the E ' 
Ga ole Bg of this mtallical Maker W 
would certainly afford a ſad Reflection, it would 
be too ſtrong for the Brain and make a Man 
Atter a long F of unſatisfyi 
a a unſatisfyi 1 
tainments, there ws. ſucceeds 1 i 
a Saticty ; and the Mind, for it's own Relief, 
 fettles into Thinking and Conſideration. f 
need not tell you this is my preſent Caſe, it 
OE Rs I have taken to cale myſelf. 
2 ae is a Truth which never 
to me in ſo a light as now. 
leaſure_ is the Refinement of a Gentleman, 
it is a Matter of Tae and Senſe; it requires 
Parts and Genius, and Manners, and is not to 


by their Dreſs and Equipage : Tn the latter 
Coxcomb can rival them; in the 


ec t to diveſt themſelves 
? of their Privilege, and take the Amuſementsof 
the loweſt of the People for the Standard of 
_ I cannot for my Life ſce how Men 
. Night at a Quadrille, or” * Taft 
riſes abore the loweſt Mechanic wih be Joint- 
ſtool, K 
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excel-in it. And yet for Tu 18 Gentlemen fore- 
go their Deſtinction of Birth and Education, 


for ſo I muſt beg 
—_ - 


the Kingdom, and ſpares neither Age nor Sex 
— 
Symptoms, and has 


light in being in the fame Room and 
Walks with perhaps the fineſt Speaker in the 
Britiſh Senate, the brilliant Wit, the deep Po- 
— OC the accom- 
Beauty, the 
by me now 
Scene, and inſtead of enjoying the 
Diſplay of theſe various Excellencies, intend of 

on the Tongue of the Orator, or the 
Eye of the Charmer, and gazing on the eaſy 
Movement and genteel Addreſs, I fee all in an 


, ty 
4 = 
—Y / 
* 


”, N® 101. The WarxIv Mieczzzauv. 4% 


| 


F 
TY 


I 


8 


1. 
0 


— 


: 
Fs 


J 


IPE 


8. N 
EE 


484 The Werrxty MiSCELLANY. Ne, tor 


tional Nature, to the conſtant Rama of the 
Day, which gives leave for the Body to reſpire, 


. which otherwiſe would be worn out with in- 


cellant Labour, and for the Mind to point her 
Eye upwards, which elſe would have been quite 8 
immerſed in Senſuality and Pleaſure. I there- 

fore look upon all Attempts to miſ- apply that 
Day, not no only an Ifut on tht nerring Wil 


atute in 
will not 


was an End of Greatneſs and Goodneſs together. 


1 confeſs I know not how to treat moſt effectu- 
ally the Practice I am ſpeaking againſt, 2 
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the Number be, of ſuch Bravadb Travellers be 
ſeized, though joined to a Coach, —_— 
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and 


they drew in a Line a loaded Waggon; 
moreover, that Cards and Dice be wreſted out 
of the Hands of thoſe unfair Gameſters, of what 
ſoever, who have ſuch a Mind to be 


your I 
For I am, as I told you above, 


Nour, Oc. 
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